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1

1 KINGS

“FROM GLORIOUS UNITY TO IDOLATROUS DIVISION”

“Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had commanded. 

So the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from

you, and will give it to your servant.’”  1 Kings 11:9-11

A 1  PASSING ON TRUE WORSHIP:  KING DAVID'S TRANSFER OF THE

KINGDOM TO SOLOMON IN HIS CLOSING DAYS  1:1 - 2:11

B 1 The Procurement of a Virgin (Abishag the Shunammite) to Warm Aging

King David  1:1-4

C 1 David’s Declining Health 1:1

D 1 His age:  1 Now King David was old, advanced in age; 

D 2 His low metabolism:  and they covered him with clothes, but he

could not keep warm. 

C 2 The Recommendation of David’s Servants 1:2

D 1 Find a young virgin:  2 So his servants said to him, “Let them seek

a young virgin for my lord the king, 

D 2 To serve as nurse:  and let her attend the king and become his

nurse; and let her lie in your bosom, 

D 3 To keep the king warm:  that my lord the king may keep warm.” 

C 3 The Search for a Girl 1:3

D 1 The search:  3 So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all

the territory of Israel, 

D 2 The success:  and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her

to the king. 
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1
 1:5 - I will be king: Adonijah had made preliminary preparations, but was not yet sitting on the throne.

2
 1:6 - “Why have you done so?”: Adonijah had apparently grown up as what we today would call a spoiled

brat.  That may be cute in a two-year old, but not in an adult.  Sadly, David’s spiritual influence on several of his

sons seems to have been lacking.

3
 1:6 - born after Absalom: Both Absalom and Amnon were older than Adonijah, but were now dead (2

Sam. 3:4).  Chileab was also older, but since he is never mentioned after 2 Sam. 3:4, it may be that he also had died,

possibly as a child.  If that is true, Adonijah would have been the oldest surviving son of David.

C 4 The Service of the Girl 1:4

D 1 Her beauty:  4 The girl was very beautiful; 

D 2 Her service as a nurse:  and she became the king’s nurse and served

him, 

D 3 The disclaimer:  but the king did not cohabit with her.

B 2 David's Thwarting of Adonijah's Attempted  Coup By Naming Solomon as

His Co-Regent and Successor  1:5-53

C 1 Adonijah’s Setting Himself Up as King  1:5-10

D 1 His plot:  5 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself,

saying, “I will be king.” 1 1:5

D 2 His strategy:  So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen

with fifty men to run before him.

D 3 His lack of discipline:  6 His father had never crossed him at any

time by asking, “Why have you done so?” 2 1:6

D 4 His appeal:  And he was also a very handsome man, 

D 5 His qualification:  and he was born after Absalom.3

D 6 His counselors 1:7

E 1 Joab:  7 He had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah 

E 2 Abiathar:  and with Abiathar the priest; and following

Adonijah they helped him. 
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4
 1:8 - Shimei: This was probably not the Shimei who had cursed David when he was fleeing from Absalom

(2 Sam. 16:5-13).  More likely he was, perhaps, David’s brother (2 Sam. 21:21) or the son of Ela, a Benjamite who

was became an official in Solomon’s regime (1 Kings 4:18).  It is not known who Rei is.

D 7 Those excluded 1:8

E 1 8 But Zadok the priest, 

E 2 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 

E 3 Nathan the prophet, 

E 4 Shimei,4 Rei, 

E 5 and the mighty men who belonged to David, were not with

Adonijah.

D 8 His feast 1:9-10

E 1 His sacrifice:  9 And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen

and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is beside

En-rogel; 1:9

E 2 His invited guests:  and he invited all his brothers, the

king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants. 

E 3 Those excluded:  10 But he did not invite Nathan the

prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, and Solomon his

brother.  1:10

C 2 The Attempts to Protect the Aging King  1:11-27

D 1 Nathan the prophet’s warning Bathsheba to alert King David to

save her life and that of her son, Solomon 1:11-14

E 1 Nathan’s informing of Bathsheba:  11 Then Nathan spoke

to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you

not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become

king, and David our lord does not know it?  1:11
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E 2 Nathan’s counsel 1:12-14

G 1 His life-and-death warning:  12 “So now come,

please let me give you counsel and save your life

and the life of your son Solomon.  1:12

G 2 His strategy 1:13-14

H 1 Immediate notification:  13 “Go at once to

King David and say to him, 1:13

H 2 Reminder of past promise:  ‘Have you not,

my lord, O king, sworn to your maidservant,

saying, “Surely Solomon your son shall be

king after me, and he shall sit on my

throne”? 

H 3 Information concerning Adonijah’s coup: 

Why then has Adonijah become king?’ 

H 4 Simultaneous confirmation:  14 “Behold,

while you are still there speaking with the

king, I will come in after you and confirm

your words.”  1:14

D 2 Bathsheba’s alerting David to Adonijah’s plot in spite of David’s

promise of Solomon’s succession  1:15-21

E 1 The preliminary details 1:15-16

G 1 The entrance of Bathsheba:  15 So Bathsheba went

in to the king in the bedroom.  1:15

G 2 The condition of David:  Now the king was very

old, and Abishag the Shunammite was ministering

to the king. 

G 3 The respect of Bathsheba:  16 Then Bathsheba

bowed and prostrated herself before the king.  1:16

G 4 The question of the king:  And the king said, “What

do you wish?” 
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E 2 The speech of Bathsheba 1:17-21

G 1 The promise of David 1:17

H 1 His sacred oath:  17 She said to him, “My

lord, you swore to your maidservant by the

LORD your God, saying, 

H 2 His naming of Solomon as successor: 

‘Surely your son Solomon shall be king after

me and he shall sit on my throne.’ 

G 2 The coup of Adonijah 1:18-19

H 1 His stealthy reign:  18 “Now, behold,

Adonijah is king; and now, my lord the king,

you do not know it.  1:18

H 2 His sacrificial feast:  19 “He has sacrificed

oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance,

1:19

H 3 His invited guests:  and has invited all the

sons of the king and Abiathar the priest and

Joab the commander of the army, 

H 4 His exclusion of Solomon:  but he has not

invited Solomon your servant. 

G 3 The anticipation of Israel:  20 “As for you now, my

lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell

them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king

after him.  1:20

G 4 The imminent danger of Bathsheba and Solomon: 

21 “Otherwise it will come about, as soon as my

lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that I and my

son Solomon will be considered offenders.”  1:21
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D 3 Nathan’s confirmation of Adonijah’s coup  1:22-27

E 1 The entrance of Nathan the prophet 1:22-23

G 1 The entrance of Nathan:  22 Behold, while she was

still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet

came in.  1:22

G 2 The announcement of Nathan:  23 They told the

king, saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.”  1:23

G 3 The respect of Nathan:  And when he came in

before the king, he prostrated himself before the

king with his face to the ground. 

E 2 The speech of Nathan 1:24-26

G 1 His query of the king’s authorization of Nathan:  24

Then Nathan said, “My lord the king, have you said,

‘Adonijah shall be king after me, and he shall sit on

my throne’?  1:24

G 2 His sacrificial feast:  25 “For he has gone down

today and has sacrificed oxen and fatlings and sheep

in abundance, 1:25

G 3 His invited, supportive guests:  and has invited all

the king’s sons and the commanders of the army

and Abiathar the priest, and behold, they are eating

and drinking before him; and they say, ‘Long live

King Adonijah!’ 

G 4 People not invited 1:26

H 1 Nathan himself:  26 “But me, even me your

servant, 

H 2 Zadok:  and Zadok the priest 

H 3 Benaiah:  and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 

H 4 Solomon:  and your servant Solomon, he has

not invited. 
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E 3 The question of Nathan 1:27

G 1 Have you authorized this?  27 “Has this thing been

done by my lord the king, 

G 2 Why had he not revealed it to his trusted advisors? 

and you have not shown to your servants who

should sit on the throne of my lord the king after

him?”

C 3 David's Response to the Danger  1:28-40

D 1 His reaffirmation to Bathsheba of his commitment to place

Solomon on the throne  1:28-31

E 1 His call of Bathsheba 1:28

G 1 His instruction:  28 Then King David said, “Call

Bathsheba to me.” 

G 2 Her compliance:  And she came into the king’s

presence and stood before the king. 

E 2 His reaffirmation of his vow 1:29-30

G 1 His present vow:  29 The king vowed and said, “As

the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from all

distress, 1:29

G 2 His previous vow concerning Solomon:  30 surely

as I vowed to you by the LORD the God of Israel,

saying, ‘Your son Solomon shall be king after me,

and he shall sit on my throne in my place’; 1:30

G 3 His present vow to act immediately:  I will indeed

do so this day.” 
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5
 1:33 - Gihon: The spring of Gihon was down in the Kidron valley, not far from Mount Zion and the City

of David.  It would not take much time to take this trip.  But it would be in a public place outside the palace, and

work would spread across Jerusalem quickly.

E 3 The gratitude of Bathsheba 1:31

G 1 Her respect

H 1 31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to

the ground, 

H 2 and prostrated herself before the king 

G 2 Her well-wishing:  and said, “May my lord King

David live forever.”

D 2 His appointment of Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah to anoint Solomon

King of Israel in Gihon 1:32-37

E 1 The king’s call for his trusted officials:  32 Then King

David said, “Call to me 1:32

G 1 Zadok the priest, 

G 2 Nathan the prophet, 

G 3 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” And they came

into the king’s presence. 

E 2 The king’s command:  33 The king said to them, 1:33-35

G 1 The king’s bodyguard:  “Take with you the servants

of your lord, 1:33

G 2 The destination:  and have my son Solomon ride on

my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon.5

G 3 The anointing: 34 “Let Zadok the priest and Nathan

the prophet anoint him there as king over Israel,

1:35

G 4 The proclamation:  and blow the trumpet and say,

‘Long live King Solomon!’ 
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G 5 The coronation:  35 “Then you shall come up after

him, and he shall come and sit on my throne and be

king in my place; 1:35

G 6 The authorization:  for I have appointed him to be

ruler over Israel and Judah.” 

E 3 The response of Benaiah:  36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada

answered the king and said, (1:36) 1:36-37

G 1 His agreement:  “Amen! 

G 2 His desire for confirmation from Yahweh:  Thus

may the LORD, the God of my lord the king, say. 

G 3 His prayer for Yahweh’s intervention 1:37

H 1 Divine accompaniment:  37 “As the LORD

has been with my lord the king, so may He

be with Solomon, 

H 2 Surpassing Divine blessing!  and make his

throne greater than the throne of my lord

King David!”

D 3 The compliance 1:38-40

E 1 The officials 1:38

G 1 38 So Zadok the priest, 

G 2 Nathan the prophet, 

G 3 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 

G 4 the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down 

E 2 The protocol:  and had Solomon ride on King David’s

mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

E 3 The anointing:  39 Zadok the priest then took the horn of

oil from the tent and anointed Solomon.  1:39
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E 4 The pronouncement:  Then they blew the trumpet, and all

the people said, “Long live King Solomon!” 

E 5 The celebration:  40 All the people went up after him, and

the people were playing on flutes and rejoicing with great

joy, so that the earth shook at their noise.  1:40

C 4 The Effects of David's Actions upon Adonijah  1:41-53

D 1 Jonathan ben Abiathar’s notifying Adonijah of David’s anointing

Solomon as King of Israel  1:41-49

E 1 The sound of the celebration 1:41

G 1 The sound heard by the guests:  41 Now Adonijah

and all the guests who were with him heard it as

they finished eating. 

G 2 The question of Joab:  When Joab heard the sound

of the trumpet, he said, “Why is the city making

such an uproar?” 

E 2 The report of Jonathan ben Adonijah 1:42-

G 1 Jonathan’s entrance:  42 While he was still

speaking, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the

priest came.  1:42

G 2 Adonijah’s question:  Then Adonijah said, “Come

in, for you are a valiant man and bring good news.” 

G 3 The reply of Jonathan 1:43-48

H 1 Solomon’s ascendancy:  43 But Jonathan

replied to Adonijah, “No! Our lord King

David has made Solomon king.  1:43

H 2 Solomon’s support:  44 “The king has also

sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the

prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the

Cherethites, and the Pelethites; 1:44

H 3 Solomon’s transportation:  and they have

made him ride on the king’s mule. 
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H 4 Solomon’s official anointing:  45 “Zadok the

priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed

him king in Gihon, 1:45

H 5 The city’s rejoicing:  and they have come up

from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an

uproar. This is the noise which you have

heard. 

H 6 Solomon’s coronation:  46 “Besides,

Solomon has even taken his seat on the

throne of the kingdom.  1:46

H 7 The blessing of the king’s servants:  47

“Moreover, the king’s servants came to bless

our lord King David, saying, ‘May your God

make the name of Solomon better than your

name and his throne greater than your

throne!’ 1:47

H 8 The worship of the king:  And the king

bowed himself on the bed. 

H 9 The blessing of the king:  48 “The king has

also said thus, ‘Blessed be the LORD, the

God of Israel, who has granted one to sit on

my throne today while my own eyes see it.’” 

1:48

D 2 King Solomon’s conditional pardoning of fearful Adonijah  1:49-

53

E 1 The departure of Adonijah’s guests:  49 Then all the guests

of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on

his way.  1:49

E 2 Adonijah’s appeal for mercy:  50 And Adonijah was afraid

of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns

of the altar.  1:50
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E 3 The report to Solomon:  51 Now it was told Solomon,

saying, 1:51

G 1 Adonijah’s fear:  “Behold, Adonijah is afraid of

King Solomon, 

G 2 Adonijah’s sanctuary:  for behold, he has taken hold

of the horns of the altar, saying, 

G 3 Adonijah’s request:  ‘Let King Solomon swear to

me today that he will not put his servant to death

with the sword.’” 

E 4 Solomon’s reply 1:52

G 1 Worthiness constitutes safety:  52 Solomon said, “If

he is a worthy man, not one of his hairs will fall to

the ground; 

G 2 Wickedness constitutes death:  but if wickedness is

found in him, he will die.” 

E 5 Solomon’s command:  53 So King Solomon sent, and they

brought him down from the altar.  1:53

E 6 Adonijah’s humility:  And he came and prostrated himself

before King Solomon, 

E 7 Solomon’s dismissal:  and Solomon said to him, “Go to

your house.”

B 3 David’s Final Charge to Solomon as King  2:1-9

C 1 His Charge to Walk in the Ways of Yahweh  2:1-4

C 2 His Charge to Deal Out Justice to Benaiah  2:5-6

C 3 His Charge to Deal Kindly with Barzillai the Gileadite  2:7

C 4 His Charge to Mete Out Justice to Shimei ben Gera  2:8-9

B 4 David’s Death and Burial  2:10-11
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A 2 THE SEEDS FOR THE EXTINGUISHING OF TRUE WORSHIP:  THE

GLORIOUS, YET DECADENT REIGN OF KING SOLOMON  2:12 - 11:43

B 1 The Glory of Solomon's Reign  2:12 - 10:29

C 1 Solomon’s Rule as Sole Regent over the Kingdom  2:12

C 2 Solomon's Solidification of His Rule  2:13-46

D 1 Adonijah’s request for Abishag as wife  2:13-18

D 2 Solomon’s execution of Adonijah  2:19-25

D 3 Solomon’s dismissal of Abiathar as priest [for siding with

Adonijah]  2:26-27

D 4 Solomon’s execution of joab for his murder of Abner and Amasa 

2:28-34

D 5 Solomon’s appointments of Benaiah as commander of the armed

forces and Zadok as high priest  2:35

D 6 Solomon’s execution of Shimei ben Gera for violating the terms of

his disciplinary confinement  2:36-46

C 3 Solomon’s Two Loves:  Seeds for Disintegration  3:1-4

D 1 Solomon’s politically-motivated marriage to the daughter of

Pharaoh, King of Egypt  3:1

D 2 Solomon’s 1000 offerings at Gibeon out of love for Yahweh  3:2-4

C 4 Yahweh’s Appearance to Solomon:  His Promise of Wisdom, Riches and

Honor  3:5-15

C 5 Examples of the Fulfillment of Yahweh's Promise to Solomon  3:16 - 4:34

D 1 Solomon’s wise discernment of the true mother of a disputed child 

3:16-28

D 2 King Solomon’s officials  4:1-6

D 3 Solomon’s taxation deputies  4:7-19
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D 4 The success of Solomon’s reign  4:20-21

D 5 Solomon’s daily provisions  4:22-25

D 6 Solomon’s horses as indicators of his military might  4:26-28

D 7 Solomon’s wisdom  4:29-34

C 6 Solomon's Building of a House for Yahweh  5 - 6

D 1 The personnel involved in building the house  5:1-18

E 1 The relationship between Solomon and Hiram  5:1-12

G 1 Solomon’s request of Hiram, King of Tyre, to cut

timber for the temple  5:1-6

G 2 The agreement between Solomon and Hiram  5:7-12

E 2 Solomon’s forced laborers for cutting timber and quarrying

stone  5:13-18

D 2 The date and dimensions of the house  6:1-3

D 3 The summary of the construction of the house  6:4-10

D 4 Yahweh’s promise to Solomon to dwell with Israel [in the house] if

Solomon will walk in His statutes  6:11-13

D 5 More specific details of the house  6:14-36

E 1 The finish and details of the house and inner sanctuary

[most holy place]  6:14-22

E 2 The cherubim in the inner house  6:23-28

E 3 The ornamentation of the walls, floor, and doors  6:29-35

E 4 The inner court: cut stone and cedar beams  6:36

D 6 The beginning and completion dates of the house of Yahweh:

seven years  6:37-38

C 7 Parenthetical:  Solomon's Building of His Own House  7:1-12
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D 1 The length of time spent building Solomon’s own house: thirteen

years  7:1

D 2 The dimensions and description of Solomon’s house  7:2-5

D 3 The descriptions of various halls  7:6-12

E 1 The dimensions of the main hall  7:6

E 2 The hall of the throne of judgment  7:7

E 3 The hall of Solomon’s personal residence  7:8a

E 4 The hall for Pharaoh’s daughter  7:8b

E 5 The costly stone and the cedar beams of the various halls 

7:9-12

C 8 The Construction of Items Used for Worship in Yahweh's House  7:13-51

D 1 The identity of Solomon’s bronze worker:  Hiram of Tyre  7:13-14

D 2 The bronze pillars and capitals fashioned by Hiram  7:15-22

D 3 Hiram’s making of the cast metal basin (sea or laver)  7:23-26

D 4 Hiram’s construction of ten portable metal stands for basins  7:27-

37

D 5 Hiram’s construction of ten basins to fit on the portable metal

stands  7:38-39

D 6 The summary of the work  7:40-50

E 1 The summary of Hiram’s bronze work  7:40-47

E 2 The summary of the furniture which Solomon caused to be

made  7:48-50

D 7 The completion and dedication of the implements for the house of

Yahweh  7:51

C 9 Solomon's Dedication of the House of Yahweh  8
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D 1 Solomon’s bringing in the ark of the covenant into the house of

Yahweh  8:1-11

D 2 Solomon’s address to the people  8:12-21

D 3 Solomon’s requests to Yahweh  8:22-53

E 1 That Yahweh would keep the Davidic covenant and hear

his prayers  8:22-30

E 2 That Yahweh shall bring justice to the Israeli citizenry

when they sin  8:31-32

E 3 That Yahweh forgive Israel when they sin, are defeated, and

turn back to Him  8:33-34

E 4 That Yahweh restore rain to Israel when they sin and then

repent  8:35-36

E 5 Solomon’s request that Yahweh restore health and

productivity to the land after repentance in the event of

disciplinary famine, pestilence, blight, siege, plague, or

sickness  8:37-40

E 6 That Yahweh answer the prayers of foreigners who call

upon His name  8:41-43

E 7 That Yahweh will answer the prayers of troops in battle

when they pray toward the city and the house  8:44-45

E 8 That Yahweh will answer the requests of repentant exiled

Israelis who pray toward the land, the city, and the house 

8:46-53

D 4 Solomon’s post-prayer blessing of the people and of Yahweh 

8:54-61

D 5 The seven-day dedication of the temple by Solomon and all Israel;

their observance of the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles  8:62-66

C 10 Yahweh’s Response to Solomon’s Prayer:  His commitment to place His

name, His eyes and His heart perpetually in the house; his commitment to

withdraw His blessing from Solomon, the house, and the nation if

disobedience ensues  9:1-9
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     6  9:24 - Millo: “A fortress incorporated into the wall of Jerusalem.” (RSB note)

C 11 Additional Details Concerning Solomon's Building Projects  9:10-24

D 1 The displeasure of Hiram, King of Tyre, over Solomon’s gift of 20

cities in Galilee  9:10-14

D 2 Solomon’s forced labor in conjunction with his building projects 

9:15-23

D 3 Solomon’s construction of the Millo 6  9:24

D 4 Solomon’s triannual offerings on the altar of Yahweh's house 

9:25a

D 5 Solomon's completion of the house of Yahweh  9:25b

C 12 Documentation of Solomon's Wealth  9:26 - 10:29

D 1 Solomon’s merchant marine fleet  9:26-28

D 2 The visit of the Queen of Sheba  10:1-13

E 1 Her perception of Solomon’s wisdom and wealth  10:1-5

E 2 Her communication with Solomon  10:6-9

G 1 Her feeling of being overwhelmed by his wisdom

and prosperity  10:6-7

G 2 Her blessings  10:8-9

H 1 Her acknowledgement of the blessings of

Solomon’s servants for being able to hear

his wisdom  10:8

H 2 Her blessing of Yahweh  10:9

E 3 Her gifts to Solomon  10:10

E 4 Parenthetic:  The wealth of almug trees brought in my the

ships constructed by Hiram  10:11-12
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     7 11:1-8 title - many foreign women: Sadly, Solomon’s wives dragged him away into idolatry, which,

unfortunately, was not limited to his reign, but was passed on down to successive generations after him.  The 19

kings of Israel unanimously practiced idolatry, inasmuch as it was a focal point of their political stance to remain

separate from Jerusalem and the possibility of unification (1 Kings 12:25-33).  12 of the 20 kings of Judah practiced

idolatry.  See 2 Kings 23:4-27 for the massive purging of idolatry by Josiah, the most reform-minded king of Judah’s

history.

E 5 Solomon’s gifts to the Queen of Sheba  10:13

D 3 Examples of Solomon's Wealth  10:14-29

E 1 Solomon’s annual gold revenue:  666 talents  10:14-15

E 2 Solomon’s collection of golden shields  10:16-17

E 3 Solomon’s ivory and gold throne guarded by twelve lions 

10:18-20

E 4 Solomon’s golden drinking vessels  10:21

E 5 Solomon’s triennial merchant ship revenue  10:22

E 6 Solomon’s surpassing imperial greatness in riches and

wisdom  10:23-25

E 7 Solomon’s chariots and horsemen  10:26

E 8 The commonness of silver and cedar under Solomon’s

reign  10:27

E 9 Solomon’s procurement of horses and chariots  10:28-29

B 2 The Decadence of Solomon's Reign:  Solomon's Spiritual Demise  11:1-43

C 1 Solomon’s Spiritual Demise as Instigated By His Love of Many Foreign

Women 7  11:1-8

C 2 Yahweh’s Angry Promise to Tear the Kingdom Away from Solomon and

Give It to His Servant  11:9-13

C 3 Yahweh’s Raising Up an Adversary against Solomon in Hadad the

Edomite  11:14-22

C 4 God’s Raising Up Another Adversary against Solomon in Rezon ben
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8  12:1-24 title: Dates of kings’ reigns here and in subsequent sections are obtained from the Ryrie Study

Bible.

9  12:25-33 title - Jeroboam’s move to establish a cult in Israel evidenced a lack of faith in God’s Word on

his part.  Had he really believed God, he would have welcomed the peoples’ loyalty to the Yahweh and His central

sanctuary in Jerusalem.  The very thing he believed would solidify his hold on Israel actually turned out to be his

demise (cf. 14:1-16)!

Eliada from Syria  11:23-25

C 5 God’s Raising Up of an Internal Adversary against Solomon in Jeroboam

son of Nebat  11:26-40

C 6 Closing Comments on Solomon’s Reign  11:41-43

A 3 THE DISSOLUTION OF NATIONAL UNITY AND TRUE WORSHIP: 

SECESSION AND IDOLATRY  12 - 22 

B 1 The Reign of King Rehoboam as Marred by Secession (931-913 B. C.) 8 12:1-

24 (cf. 2 Chron. 10:1 - 12:16) 

C 1 Jeroboam and the Peoples’ Request of Rehoboam to Lighten the Burden

Placed upon Them By Solomon 12:1-5

C 2 Rehoboam’s Rejection of the Gentle Advice of the Elders; His Yielding to

the Heavy-Handed Advice of his Peers 12:6-11

C 3 Rehoboam’s Heavy-Handed Response to Jeroboam and the People of

Israel in Accordance with the Word of the Lord 12:12-15

C 4 The Revolt of Jeroboam and Ten Tribes against Rehoboam and the House

of David 12:16-20

C 5 Shemaiah’s Successful Dissuasion of Rehoboam and Judah-Benjamin

from Fighting against Israel 12:21-24

B 2 The Perpetuation of National Disunity:  The Idolatrous Reign of King

Jeroboam over Israel (931-910 B. C.) 12:25 - 14:20 (cf. 2 Chronicles 10:1 -

12:16)

C 1 Jeroboam’s Creation of an Idolatrous, Substitute Religious System to

Prevent Israel from Worshiping in Jerusalem and Returning to the House

of David 9 12:25-33 
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10
 14:5-16 title - entire house: The only descendant of Jeroboam to be buried would be this sick son. He was

spared an ignominious non-burial because he was the only one in the house of Jeroboam in whom Yahweh had found

any good (1 Kings 14:13). We are not told how old this boy was. Joseph at seventeen years of age (Gen. 37:2) was

termed a naar (5288). Ishmael must have been somewhere between 14 and 16 or 17 when he was called a naar (Gen.

21:12, 17-20). Let us assume Abijah, Jeroboam’s son, was a teenager. The point I wish to make is that God assesses

character, even the character of a teenager. Character certainly makes a difference to God, and it ought to make a

great deal of difference to us.

C 2 The Prophetic Announcement of Judgment against Jeroboam’s Idolatrous

Worship System  13

D 1 The Sign-Confirmed Prophecy of a Man of God from Judah

against Jeroboam’s Altar in Bethel  13:1-10

D 2 The successful attempt of an old prophet in Bethel to deceive the

prophet from Judah into pausing for a meal contrary to God’s

Word  13:11-19

D 3 The Bethel prophet’s successful prediction of an untimely death for

the prophet from Judah  13:20-25

D 4 The Bethel prophet’s burial of and mourning over the prophet from

Judah  13:26-32

D 5 Jeroboam’s refusal to turn aside from his evil practices  13:33-34

C 3 The Prophetic Announcement of Judgment against Jeroboam and His

House  14:1-20

D 1 Jeroboam’s sending of his wife in disguise to inquire of Ahijah the

prophet concerning his sick son, Abijah  14:1-4

D 2 The prophet Ahijah’s pronouncement of judgment against

Jeroboam and his entire house 10 14:5-16

D 3 The death of Jeroboam’s son Abijah according to the word of

Yahweh spoken by Ahijah the prophet  14:17-18

C 4 The Summary of Jeroboam’s Reign; The Accession of Nadab His Son 

14:19-20

B 3 The Reign of King Rehoboam over Judah, Continued  14:21-31

C 1 Idolatry Pursued:  The Idolatrous Practices During the Reign of Rehoboam
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ben Solomon, Son of Naamah the Ammonitess  14:21-24

C 2 Judgment Rendered:  Shishak of Egypt’s Plundering the Houses of

Yahweh and the King of Their Treasures  14:25-28

C 3 The Summary of the Reign of Rehoboam, Son of Naamah the

Ammonitess; the Accession of Abijam His Son  14:29-31

B 4 The Sinful Reign of King Abijam over Judah (913-911 B. C.) 15:1-8 (cf. 2

Chron. 13:1-22)

B 5 The Reforming Reign of King Asa over Judah (911-870 B. C.) 15:9-24 (cf. 2

Chron. 14:1 - 16:14)

C 1 The Spiritual Reforms of Righteous King Asa in Judah  15:9-15

C 2 The War between King Asa of Judah and King Baasha of Israel  15:16-22

C 3 The Summary of Asa’s Reign  15:23-24

B 6 The Evil Reign of King Nadab over Israel (910-909 B. C.) 15:25-32

C 1 The Evil Reign of Nadab ben Jeroboam over Israel  15:25-26

C 2 The Conspiracy of Baasha ben Ahijah against Nadab ben Jeroboam 

15:27-30

C 3 The Summary of Nadab’s Reign  15:31-32

B 7 The Evil Reign of King Baasha over Israel (909-886 B. C.) 15:33 - 16:7

C 1 The Accession of Evil Baasha to the Throne of Israel  15:33-34

C 2 The Prophecy of Jehu ben Hanani Concerning the Demise of Baasha and

His House  16:1-4

C 3 The Summary of the Reign of Baasha  16:5-6

C 4 The Reasons for the Prophetic Judgment against Baasha  16:7

B 8 The Two-Year Reign of King Elah over Israel (886-885 B. C.) 16:8-10

C 1 The Accession and Two-Year Reign of Elah ben Baasha  16:8
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C 2 Zimri’s Assassination of Elah  16:9-10

B 9 The Seven-Day Reign of King Zimri over Israel (885 B. C.) 16:11-20

C 1 Zimri’s Destruction of All the Male Heirs of Elah for His Own Sins and

Those of  Baasha, His Father, According to the Word of Yahweh  16:11-

13

C 2 The Summary of Elah’s Reign  16:14

C 3 Zimri’s Seven-Day Reign over Israel Terminated by Suicide  16:15-20

B 10 The Populist, But Evil Reign of King Omri over Israel (885-874 B. C.) 16:21-

28

C 1 The Civil War between Followers of Omri and Followers of Tibni ben

Ginath  16:21-22

C 2 Omri’s Twelve-Year Reign over Israel  16:23

C 3 Omri’s Establishment of Samaria as Capital of Israel  16:24

C 4 Omri’s Unprecedentedly Evil Reign  16:25-26

C 5 The Summary of Omri’s reign  16:27-28

B 11 The Reign of King Ahab over Israel as Marred by Unprecedented Evil (874-

853 B. C.) 16:29-34

C 1 The Introduction of the Unprecedentedly Evil Reign of Ahab ben Omri

over Israel  16:29-33

C 2 Parenthetic:  The Costly, Prophecy-Fulfilling Rebuilding of Jericho  16:34

B 12 The Ministry of the Prophet Elijah  17 - 19

C 1 God's Care for Elijah During the Drought  17

D 1 The prediction of drought by Elijah the Tishbite  17:1

D 2 God’s miraculous provision for Elijah by the brook Cherith  17:2-7

D 3 God’s miraculous provision for Elijah by a widow of Zarephath, a

suburb of Sidon  17:8-24



Expanded Analysis of 1 Kings, James T. Bartsch, WordExplain.com 23

E 1 The multiplying meal and oil  17:8-16

E 2 Elijah’s raising of the widow’s son back to life!  17:17-23

E 3 The widow’s assurance that Elijah is a man of God and that

when he speaks God’s word, it is truth  17:24 

C 2 Elijah’s Restoration of Rain  18

D 1 Elijah’s revealing himself to Ahab  18:1-18

E 1 Yahweh’s instruction to Elijah to show himself to Ahab

and He would send rain upon the earth  18:1-2

E 2 Ahab’s and Obadiah’s searching of the land for water for

the king’s horses  18:3-6

E 3 Elijah’s revealing himself to fearful Obadiah  18:7-16

E 4 The confrontational meeting between Ahab and Elijah 

18:17-18

D 2 The contest between Elijah, the prophet of Yahweh, and the

prophets of Baal  18:19-40

E 1 Elijah’s challenging Ahab to gather all Israel to Mount

Carmel along with the prophets of Baal and of the Asherah 

18:19-20

E 2 Elijah’s challenging the people to a contest of fire between

Yahweh and Baal 18:21-24

E 3 The unsuccessful attempt by the prophets of Baal to call

down fire on their sacrifice 18:25-29

E 4 Elijah’s success in calling down fire from Yahweh on his

drenched sacrifice 18:30-39

E 5 Elijah’s execution of the prophets of Baal 18:40

D 3 Elijah’s successful prayer for rain  18:41-46

C 3 The Flight of the Demoralized Prophet  19
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D 1 Jezebel’s threat to take Elijah’s life  19:1-2

E 1 Ahab’s report to Jezebel  19:1

E 2 Jezebel’s threat  19:2

D 2 Elijah’s flight for his life to Horeb, the mountain of God  19:3-8

E 1 His fear  19:3

E 2 His flight to Beersheba  19:3

E 3 His further flight into the wilderness  19:4

E 4 His request to die  19:4

E 5 His sleep  19:5

E 6 An angel’s serving him bread and water  19:5-6

E 7 The angel’s serving him a second time  19:7

E 8 His travel forty days and nights to Horeb, the mountain of

God  19:8

D 3 Yahweh’s speaking to Elijah 19:9-18

E 1 Yahweh’s speaking to Elijah through the sound of a gentle

blowing  19:9-14

G 1 Elijah’s lodging in a cave  19:9

G 2 Yahweh’s asking him why he was there  19:9

G 3 His reply  19:10

H 1 His zeal for Yahweh

H 2 The Israelis’ breaking of the covenant

H 3 The Israelis’ destruction of Yahweh’s altars

and prophets

H 4 Their threat to take his life, the sole
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surviving prophet

G 4 Yahweh’s display of Himself to Elijah  19:11-13

H 1 Yahweh’s non-presence in a fierce wind 

19:11

H 2 Yahweh’s non-presence in an earthquake 

19:11

H 3 Yahweh’s non-presence in a fire  19:12

H 4 Yahweh’s presence in a sound of small

quietness  19:12b-13

J 1 The presence of a “sound of small

calmness” 

J 2 Elijah’s standing in the entrance of

the cave  19:13

J 3 The question by a voice:  “What are

you doing here, Elijah?”

G 5 Elijah’s response to Yahweh  19:14

H 1 His zeal for Yahweh

H 2 The Israelis’ breaking of the covenant

H 3 The Israelis’ destruction of Yahweh’s altars

and prophets

H 4 Their threat to take his life, the sole

surviving prophet

E 2 Yahweh’s assigning Elijah to anoint three individuals to

office 19:15-16

G 1 Hazael as king over Syria 19:15

G 2 Jehu ben Nimshi as king over Israel 19:16

G 3 Elisha ben Shaphat as prophet in his own place
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19:16

E 3 Yahweh’s assurance of justice and loyalty 19:17-18

G 1 Promised executions by those appointed to office

19:17

G 2 Promised loyalty of 7,000 in Israel who have not

worshiped Baal 19:18

D 4 Elijah’s obedience:  His anointing of Elisha ben Shaphat to follow

him 19:19-21

B 13 The Evil Reign of King Ahab over Israel, Continued  20:1 - 22:40

C 1 The War Against Syria  20

D 1 The First Battle:  The Siege of Samaria  20:1-21

E 1 Ben-hadad’s siege of and threats against Samaria  20:1-12 

E 2 A prophet’s communication from Yahweh that He would

deliver the Syrian army into Ahab’s hand so he would

know God is Yahweh  20:13-15

E 3 Israel’s great slaughter of the Syrian army  20:16-21

D 2 The Second Battle:  The Battle on the Plains  20:22-27

E 1 Syria’s determination to fight against Israel on the plains 

20:22-25

E 2 The encampment of Syria against Israel  20:26-27

E 3 Yahweh’s promise through a man of God that He would

deliver Syria into Israel’s hand so Ahab would know He

was Yahweh  20:28

E 4 Israel’s routing of the  Syrian troops  20:29-30

E 5 Ahab’s folly  20:31-43

G 1 Ahab’s sparing the life of Ben-hadad  20:31-34
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G 2 Yahweh’s  prophetic pronouncement of judgment

upon Ahab for failing to execute Ben-hadad of Syria 

20:35-43

C 2 The Confiscation of Naboth’s Vineyard  21

D 1 Ahab’s unsuccessful negotiation with Naboth for the latter’s

vineyard  21:1-4

D 2 Ahab’s homicidal seizure of Naboth’s vineyard  21:5-16

E 1 Jezebel’s plot to have Naboth killed  21:5-10

E 2 The city fathers’ manipulation of Naboth’s death  21:11-16

D 3 Yahweh’s judgment upon Ahab and his house  21:17-29

E 1 Yahweh’s pronouncement of judgment upon Ahab and

Jezebel through Elijah  21:17-24

E 2 The analysis of Ahab’s evil reign  21:25-26

E 3 Yahweh’s postponing the evil against until his son’s days

because of Ahab’s humility before Yahweh  21:27-29

C 3 War Against Syria Resumed:  The Death of Ahab  22:1-36

D 1 The king of Israel’s request of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah to help

him fight against the king of Syria  22:1-4

D 2 The search for prophetic reinforcement  22:5-28

E 1 The false prophets’ assurance of success  22:5-12

E 2 Micaiah’s gloomy predictions  22:13-28

G 1 Micaiah’s promise not to modify his message for

political correctness  22:13-14

G 2 Micaiah’s cynical prediction of success  22:15

G 3 Micaiah’s prediction of disaster against Israel 

22:16-23
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      11
 Jehoram ben Jehoshaphat’s reign is discussed in detail beginning in 2 Kings 8:16.

G 4 The king’s imprisonment of Micaiah until his safe

return  22:24-28

D 3 The demise of Ahab  22:29-36

E 1 The Syrian captains’ near destruction of Jehoshaphat,

thinking he was the king of Israel  22:29-33

E 2 The death of the king of Israel from a random arrow shot 

22:34-36

C 4 The Summary of Ahab’s Reign and Prophecy-Fulfilling Death  22:37-40

B 14 The Righteous Reign of King Jehoshaphat over Judah  (873-848 B. C.) 22:41-

50 (cf. 2 Chron. 17:1 - 20:37)

C 1 The Good Reign of Jehoshaphat ben Asa  22:41-44

C 2 The Summary of the Reign of Jehoshaphat  22:45-49

C 3 The Death of Jehoshaphat and Accession of Jehoram 11 His Son  22:50

B 15 The Evil Reign of King Ahaziah ben Ahab over Israel  (841 B. C.) 22:51-53

(cf. 2 Kings 1:1-18) 

EXPANDED ANALYSIS OF 1 KINGS
Prepared by James T. Bartsch
Begun July, 1996
Updated December, 2010

Published Online by WordExplain.com
Email Contact: jbartsch@wordexplain.com

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ®,
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

 


