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1 KINGS

“FROM GLORIOUS UNITY TO IDOLATROUS DIVISION”

“Now the LORD was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the LORD, the
God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had commanded. 

So the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from

you, and will give it to your servant.’”  1 Kings 11:9-11

A 1  PASSING ON TRUE WORSHIP:  KING DAVID'S TRANSFER OF THE
KINGDOM TO SOLOMON IN HIS CLOSING DAYS  1:1 - 2:11

B 1 The Procurement of a Virgin (Abishag the Shunammite) to Warm Aging King
David  1:1-4

B 2 David's Thwarting of Adonijah's Attempted  Coup By Naming Solomon as His
Co-Regent and Successor  1:5-53

C 1 Adonijah’s Setting Himself Up as King  1:5-10

C 2 The Attempts to Protect the Aging King  1:11-27

D 1 Nathan the prophet’s warning Bathsheba to alert King David to save
her life and that of her son, Solomon 1:11-14

D 2 Bathsheba’s alerting David to Adonijah’s plot in spite of David’s
promise of Solomon’s succession  1:15-21

D 3 Nathan’s confirmation of Adonijah’s coup  1:22-27

C 3 David's Response to the Danger  1:28-40

D 1 His reaffirmation to Bathsheba of his commitment to place Solomon
on the throne  1:28-31

D 2 His appointment of Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah to anoint Solomon
King of Israel in Gihon 1:32-40

C 4 The Effects of David's Actions upon Adonijah  1:41-53

D 1 Jonathan ben Abiathar’s notifying Adonijah of David’s anointing
Solomon as King of Israel  1:41-49
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D 2 King Solomon’s conditional pardoning of fearful Adonijah  1:50-53

B 3 David’s Final Charge to Solomon as King  2:1-9

C 1 His Charge to Walk in the Ways of Yahweh  2:1-4

C 2 His Charge to Deal Out Justice to Benaiah  2:5-6

C 3 His Charge to Deal Kindly with Barzillai the Gileadite  2:7

C 4 His Charge to Mete Out Justice to Shimei ben Gera  2:8-9

B 4 David’s Death and Burial  2:10-11

A 2 THE SEEDS FOR THE EXTINGUISHING OF TRUE WORSHIP:  THE
GLORIOUS, YET DECADENT REIGN OF KING SOLOMON  2:12 - 11:43

B 1 The Glory of Solomon's Reign  2:12 - 10:29

C 1 Solomon’s Rule as Sole Regent over the Kingdom  2:12

C 2 Solomon's Solidification of His Rule  2:13-46

D 1 Adonijah’s request for Abishag as wife  2:13-18

D 2 Solomon’s execution of Adonijah  2:19-25

D 3 Solomon’s dismissal of Abiathar as priest [for siding with Adonijah] 
2:26-27

D 4 Solomon’s execution of joab for his murder of Abner and Amasa 
2:28-34

D 5 Solomon’s appointments of Benaiah as commander of the armed
forces and Zadok as high priest  2:35

D 6 Solomon’s execution of Shimei ben Gera for violating the terms of
his disciplinary confinement  2:36-46

C 3 Solomon’s Two Loves:  Seeds for Disintegration  3:1-4

D 1 Solomon’s politically-motivated marriage to the daughter of
Pharaoh, King of Egypt  3:1

D 2 Solomon’s 1000 offerings at Gibeon out of love for Yahweh  3:2-4
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C 4 Yahweh’s Appearance to Solomon:  His Promise of Wisdom, Riches and
Honor  3:5-15

C 5 Examples of the Fulfillment of Yahweh's Promise to Solomon  3:16 - 4:34

D 1 Solomon’s wise discernment of the true mother of a disputed child 
3:16-28

D 2 King Solomon’s officials  4:1-6

D 3 Solomon’s taxation deputies  4:7-19

D 4 The success of Solomon’s reign  4:20-21

D 5 Solomon’s daily provisions  4:22-25

D 6 Solomon’s horses as indicators of his military might  4:26-28

D 7 Solomon’s wisdom  4:29-34

C 6 Solomon's Building of a House for Yahweh  5 - 6

D 1 The personnel involved in building the house  5:1-18

E 1 The relationship between Solomon and Hiram  5:1-12

G 1 Solomon’s request of Hiram, King of Tyre, to cut
timber for the temple  5:1-6

G 2 The agreement between Solomon and Hiram  5:7-12

E 2 Solomon’s forced laborers for cutting timber and quarrying
stone  5:13-18

D 2 The date and dimensions of the house  6:1-3

D 3 The summary of the construction of the house  6:4-10

D 4 Yahweh’s promise to Solomon to dwell with Israel [in the house] if
Solomon will walk in His statutes  6:11-13

D 5 More specific details of the house  6:14-36

E 1 The finish and details of the house and inner sanctuary [most
holy place]  6:14-22
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E 2 The cherubim in the inner house  6:23-28

E 3 The ornamentation of the walls, floor, and doors  6:29-35

E 4 The inner court: cut stone and cedar beams  6:36

D 6 The beginning and completion dates of the house of Yahweh: seven
years  6:37-38

C 7 Parenthetical:  Solomon's Building of His Own House  7:1-12

D 1 The length of time spent building Solomon’s own house: thirteen
years  7:1

D 2 The dimensions and description of Solomon’s house  7:2-5

D 3 The descriptions of various halls  7:6-12

E 1 The dimensions of the main hall  7:6

E 2 The hall of the throne of judgment  7:7

E 3 The hall of Solomon’s personal residence  7:8a

E 4 The hall for Pharaoh’s daughter  7:8b

E 5 The costly stone and the cedar beams of the various halls 
7:9-12

C 8 The Construction of Items Used for Worship in Yahweh's House  7:13-51

D 1 The identity of Solomon’s bronze worker:  Hiram of Tyre  7:13-14

D 2 The bronze pillars and capitals fashioned by Hiram  7:15-22

D 3 Hiram’s making of the cast metal basin (sea or laver)  7:23-26

D 4 Hiram’s construction of ten portable metal stands for basins  7:27-37

D 5 Hiram’s construction of ten basins to fit on the portable metal stands 
7:38-39

D 6 The summary of the work  7:40-50

E 1 The summary of Hiram’s bronze work  7:40-47
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E 2 The summary of the furniture which Solomon caused to be
made  7:48-50

D 7 The completion and dedication of the implements for the house of
Yahweh  7:51

C 9 Solomon's Dedication of the House of Yahweh  8

D 1 Solomon’s bringing in the ark of the covenant into the house of
Yahweh  8:1-11

D 2 Solomon’s address to the people  8:12-21

D 3 Solomon’s requests to Yahweh  8:22-53

E 1 That Yahweh would keep the Davidic covenant and hear his
prayers  8:22-30

E 2 That Yahweh shall bring justice to the Israeli citizenry when
they sin  8:31-32

E 3 That Yahweh forgive Israel when they sin, are defeated, and
turn back to Him  8:33-34

E 4 That Yahweh restore rain to Israel when they sin and then
repent  8:35-36

E 5 Solomon’s request that Yahweh restore health and
productivity to the land after repentance in the event of
disciplinary famine, pestilence, blight, siege, plague, or
sickness  8:37-40

E 6 That Yahweh answer the prayers of foreigners who call upon
His name  8:41-43

E 7 That Yahweh will answer the prayers of troops in battle
when they pray toward the city and the house  8:44-45

E 8 That Yahweh will answer the requests of repentant exiled
Israelis who pray toward the land, the city, and the house 
8:46-53

D 4 Solomon’s post-prayer blessing of the people and of Yahweh  8:54-
61
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D 5 The seven-day dedication of the temple by Solomon and all Israel;
their observance of the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles  8:62-66

C 10 Yahweh’s Response to Solomon’s Prayer:  His commitment to place His
name, His eyes and His heart perpetually in the house; his commitment to
withdraw His blessing from Solomon, the house, and the nation if
disobedience ensues  9:1-9

C 11 Additional Details Concerning Solomon's Building Projects  9:10-24

D 1 The displeasure of Hiram, King of Tyre, over Solomon’s gift of 20
cities in Galilee  9:10-14

D 2 Solomon’s forced labor in conjunction with his building projects 
9:15-23

D 3 Solomon’s construction of the Millo   9:24

D 4 Solomon’s triannual offerings on the altar of Yahweh's house  9:25a

D 5 Solomon's completion of the house of Yahweh  9:25b

C 12 Documentation of Solomon's Wealth  9:26 - 10:29

D 1 Solomon’s merchant marine fleet  9:26-28

D 2 The visit of the Queen of Sheba  10:1-13

E 1 Her perception of Solomon’s wisdom and wealth  10:1-5

E 2 Her communication with Solomon  10:6-9

G 1 Her feeling of being overwhelmed by his wisdom
and prosperity  10:6-7

G 2 Her blessings  10:8-9

H 1 Her acknowledgement of the blessings of
Solomon’s servants for being able to hear his
wisdom  10:8

H 2 Her blessing of Yahweh  10:9

E 3 Her gifts to Solomon  10:10
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E 4 Parenthetic:  The wealth of almug trees brought in my the
ships constructed by Hiram  10:11-12

E 5 Solomon’s gifts to the Queen of Sheba  10:13

D 3 Examples of Solomon's Wealth  10:14-29

E 1 Solomon’s annual gold revenue:  666 talents  10:14-15

E 2 Solomon’s collection of golden shields  10:16-17

E 3 Solomon’s ivory and gold throne guarded by twelve lions 
10:18-20

E 4 Solomon’s golden drinking vessels  10:21

E 5 Solomon’s triennial merchant ship revenue  10:22

E 6 Solomon’s surpassing imperial greatness in riches and
wisdom  10:23-25

E 7 Solomon’s chariots and horsemen  10:26

E 8 The commonness of silver and cedar under Solomon’s reign 
10:27

E 9 Solomon’s procurement of horses and chariots  10:28-29

B 2 The Decadence of Solomon's Reign:  Solomon's Spiritual Demise  11:1-43

C 1 Solomon’s Spiritual Demise as Instigated By His Love of Many Foreign
Women   11:1-8

C 2 Yahweh’s Angry Promise to Tear the Kingdom Away from Solomon and
Give It to His Servant  11:9-13

C 3 Yahweh’s Raising Up an Adversary against Solomon in Hadad the Edomite 
11:14-22

C 4 God’s Raising Up Another Adversary against Solomon in Rezon ben Eliada
from Syria  11:23-25

C 5 God’s Raising Up of an Internal Adversary against Solomon in Jeroboam
son of Nebat  11:26-40
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C 6 Closing Comments on Solomon’s Reign  11:41-43

A 3 THE DISSOLUTION OF NATIONAL UNITY AND TRUE WORSHIP: 
SECESSION AND IDOLATRY  12 - 22

B 1 The Reign of King Rehoboam as Marred by Secession (931-913 B. C.) 1 12:1-24
(cf. 2 Chron. 10:1 - 12:16) 

C 1 Jeroboam and the Peoples’ Request of Rehoboam to Lighten the Burden
Placed upon Them By Solomon 12:1-5

C 2 Rehoboam’s Rejection of the Gentle Advice of the Elders; His Yielding to
the Heavy-Handed Advice of his Peers 12:6-11

C 3 Rehoboam’s Heavy-Handed Response to Jeroboam and the People of Israel
in Accordance with the Word of the Lord 12:12-15

C 4 The Revolt of Jeroboam and Ten Tribes against Rehoboam and the House
of David 12:16-20

C 5 Shemaiah’s Successful Dissuasion of Rehoboam and Judah-Benjamin from
Fighting against Israel 12:21-24

B 2 The Perpetuation of National Disunity:  The Idolatrous Reign of King
Jeroboam over Israel (931-910 B. C.) 12:25 - 14:20

C 1 Jeroboam’s Creation of an Idolatrous, Substitute Religious System to
Prevent Israel from Worshiping in Jerusalem and Returning to the House of
David  12:25-33

C 2 The Prophetic Announcement of Judgment against Jeroboam’s Idolatrous
Worship System  13

D 1 The Sign-Confirmed Prophecy of a Man of God from Judah against
Jeroboam’s Altar in Bethel  13:1-10

D 2 The successful attempt of an old prophet in Bethel to deceive the
prophet from Judah into pausing for a meal contrary to God’s Word 
13:11-19

D 3 The Bethel prophet’s successful prediction of an untimely death for
the prophet from Judah  13:20-25

1 Dates are from the Ryrie Study Bible.
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D 4 The Bethel prophet’s burial of and mourning over the prophet from
Judah  13:26-32

D 5 Jeroboam’s refusal to turn aside from his evil practices  13:33-34

C 3 The Prophetic Announcement of Judgment against Jeroboam and His House 
14:1-20

D 1 Jeroboam’s sending of his wife in disguise to inquire of Ahijah the
prophet concerning his sick son, Abijah  14:1-4

D 2 The prophet Ahijah’s pronouncement of judgment against Jeroboam
and his entire house  14:5-16

D 3 The death of Jeroboam’s son Abijah according to the word of
Yahweh spoken by Ahijah the prophet  14:17-18

C 4 The Summary of Jeroboam’s Reign; The Accession of Nadab His Son 
14:19-20

B 3 The Reign of King Rehoboam over Judah, Continued  14:21-31

C 1 Idolatry Pursued:  The Idolatrous Practices During the Reign of Rehoboam
ben Solomon, Son of Naamah the Ammonitess  14:21-24

C 2 Judgment Rendered:  Shishak of Egypt’s Plundering the Houses of Yahweh
and the King of Their Treasures  14:25-28

C 3 The Summary of the Reign of Rehoboam, Son of Naamah the Ammonitess;
the Accession of Abijam His Son  14:29-31

B 4 The Sinful Reign of King Abijam over Judah (913-911 B. C.) 15:1-8 (cf. 2
Chron. 13:1-22)

B 5 The Reforming Reign of King Asa over Judah (911-870 B. C.) 15:9-24 (cf. 2
Chron. 14:1 - 16:14)

C 1 The Spiritual Reforms of Righteous King Asa in Judah  15:9-15

C 2 The War between King Asa of Judah and King Baasha of Israel  15:16-22

C 3 The Summary of Asa’s Reign  15:23-24
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B 6 The Evil Reign of King Nadab over Israel (910-909 B. C.) 15:25-32

C 1 The Evil Reign of Nadab ben Jeroboam over Israel  15:25-26

C 2 The Conspiracy of Baasha ben Ahijah against Nadab ben Jeroboam  15:27-
30

C 3 The Summary of Nadab’s Reign  15:31-32

B 7 The Evil Reign of King Baasha over Israel (909-886 B. C.) 15:33 - 16:7

C 1 The Accession of Evil Baasha to the Throne of Israel  15:33-34

C 2 The Prophecy of Jehu ben Hanani Concerning the Demise of Baasha and
His House  16:1-4

C 3 The Summary of the Reign of Baasha  16:5-6

C 4 The Reasons for the Prophetic Judgment against Baasha  16:7

B 8 The Two-Year Reign of King Elah over Israel (886-885 B. C.) 16:8-10

C 1 The Accession and Two-Year Reign of Elah ben Baasha  16:8

C 2 Zimri’s Assassination of Elah  16:9-10

B 9 The Seven-Day Reign of King Zimri over Israel (885 B. C.) 16:11-20

C 1 Zimri’s Destruction of All the Male Heirs of Elah for His Own Sins and
Those of  Baasha, His Father, According to the Word of Yahweh  16:11-13

C 2 The Summary of Elah’s Reign  16:14

C 3 Zimri’s Seven-Day Reign over Israel Terminated by Suicide  16:15-20

B 10 The Populist, But Evil Reign of King Omri over Israel (885-874 B. C.) 16:21-28

C 1 The Civil War between Followers of Omri and Followers of Tibni ben
Ginath  16:21-22

C 2 Omri’s Twelve-Year Reign over Israel  16:23

C 3 Omri’s Establishment of Samaria as Capital of Israel  16:24

C 4 Omri’s Unprecedentedly Evil Reign  16:25-26
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C 5 The Summary of Omri’s reign  16:27-28

B 11 The Reign of King Ahab over Israel as Marred by Unprecedented Evil (874-
853 B. C.) 16:29-34

C 1 The Introduction of the Unprecedentedly Evil Reign of Ahab ben Omri over
Israel  16:29-33

C 2 Parenthetic:  The Costly, Prophecy-Fulfilling Rebuilding of Jericho  16:34

B 12 The Ministry of the Prophet Elijah  17 - 19

C 1 God's Care for Elijah During the Drought  17

D 1 The prediction of drought by Elijah the Tishbite  17:1

D 2 God’s miraculous provision for Elijah by the brook Cherith  17:2-7

D 3 God’s miraculous provision for Elijah by a widow of Zarephath, a
suburb of Sidon  17:8-24

E 1 The multiplying meal and oil  17:8-16

E 2 Elijah’s raising of the widow’s son back to life!  17:17-23

E 3 The widow’s assurance that Elijah is a man of God and that
when he speaks God’s word, it is truth  17:24 

C 2 Elijah’s Restoration of Rain  18

D 1 Elijah’s revealing himself to Ahab  18:1-18

E 1 Yahweh’s instruction to Elijah to show himself to Ahab and
He would send rain upon the earth  18:1-2

E 2 Ahab’s and Obadiah’s searching of the land for water for the
king’s horses  18:3-6

E 3 Elijah’s revealing himself to fearful Obadiah  18:7-16

E 4 The confrontational meeting between Ahab and Elijah 
18:17-18
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D 2 The contest between Elijah, the prophet of Yahweh, and the
prophets of Baal  18:19-40

E 1 Elijah’s challenging Ahab to gather all Israel to Mount
Carmel along with the prophets of Baal and of the Asherah 
18:19-20

E 2 Elijah’s challenging the people to a contest of fire between
Yahweh and Baal 18:21-24

E 3 The unsuccessful attempt by the prophets of Baal to call
down fire on their sacrifice 18:25-29

E 4 Elijah’s success in calling down fire from Yahweh on his
drenched sacrifice 18:30-39

E 5 Elijah’s execution of the prophets of Baal 18:40

D 3 Elijah’s successful prayer for rain  18:41-46

C 3 The Flight of the Demoralized Prophet  19

D 1 Jezebel’s threat to take Elijah’s life  19:1-2

E 1 Ahab’s report to Jezebel  19:1

E 2 Jezebel’s threat  19:2

D 2 Elijah’s flight for his life to Horeb, the mountain of God  19:3-8

E 1 His fear  19:3

E 2 His flight to Beersheba  19:3

E 3 His further flight into the wilderness  19:4

E 4 His request to die  19:4

E 5 His sleep  19:5

E 6 An angel’s serving him bread and water  19:5-6

E 7 The angel’s serving him a second time  19:7

E 8 His travel forty days and nights to Horeb, the mountain of
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God  19:8

D 3 Yahweh’s speaking to Elijah 19:9-18

E 1 Yahweh’s speaking to Elijah through the sound of a gentle
blowing  19:9-14

G 1 Elijah’s lodging in a cave  19:9

G 2 Yahweh’s asking him why he was there  19:9

G 3 His reply  19:10

H 1 His zeal for Yahweh

H 2 The Israelis’ breaking of the covenant

H 3 The Israelis’ destruction of Yahweh’s altars
and prophets

H 4 Their threat to take his life, the sole surviving
prophet

G 4 Yahweh’s display of Himself to Elijah  19:11-13

H 1 Yahweh’s non-presence in a fierce wind 
19:11

H 2 Yahweh’s non-presence in an earthquake 
19:11

H 3 Yahweh’s non-presence in a fire  19:12

H 4 Yahweh’s presence in a sound of small
quietness  19:12b-13

J 1 The presence of a “sound of small
calmness” 

J 2 Elijah’s standing in the entrance of
the cave  19:13

J 3 The question by a voice:  “What are
you doing here, Elijah?”
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G 5 Elijah’s response to Yahweh  19:14

H 1 His zeal for Yahweh

H 2 The Israelis’ breaking of the covenant

H 3 The Israelis’ destruction of Yahweh’s altars
and prophets

H 4 Their threat to take his life, the sole surviving
prophet

E 2 Yahweh’s assigning Elijah to anoint three individuals to
office 19:15-16

G 1 Hazael as king over Syria 19:15

G 2 Jehu ben Nimshi as king over Israel 19:16

G 3 Elisha ben Shaphat as prophet in his own place 19:16

E 3 Yahweh’s assurance of justice and loyalty 19:17-18

G 1 Promised executions by those appointed to office
19:17

G 2 Promised loyalty of 7,000 in Israel who have not
worshiped Baal 19:18

D 4 Elijah’s obedience:  His anointing of Elisha ben Shaphat to follow
him 19:19-21

B 13 The Evil Reign of King Ahab over Israel, Continued  20:1 - 22:40

C 1 The War Against Syria  20

D 1 The First Battle:  The Siege of Samaria  20:1-21

E 1 Ben-hadad’s siege of and threats against Samaria  20:1-12 

E 2 A prophet’s communication from Yahweh that He would
deliver the Syrian army into Ahab’s hand so he would know
God is Yahweh  20:13-15

E 3 Israel’s great slaughter of the Syrian army  20:16-21
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D 2 The Second Battle:  The Battle on the Plains  20:22-27

E 1 Syria’s determination to fight against Israel on the plains 
20:22-25

E 2 The encampment of Syria against Israel  20:26-27

E 3 Yahweh’s promise through a man of God that He would
deliver Syria into Israel’s hand so Ahab would know He was
Yahweh  20:28

E 4 Israel’s routing of the  Syrian troops  20:29-30

E 5 Ahab’s folly  20:31-43

G 1 Ahab’s sparing the life of Ben-hadad  20:31-34

G 2 Yahweh’s  prophetic pronouncement of judgment
upon Ahab for failing to execute Ben-hadad of Syria 
20:35-43

C 2 The Confiscation of Naboth’s Vineyard  21

D 1 Ahab’s unsuccessful negotiation with Naboth for the latter’s
vineyard  21:1-4

D 2 Ahab’s homicidal seizure of Naboth’s vineyard  21:5-16

E 1 Jezebel’s plot to have Naboth killed  21:5-10

E 2 The city fathers’ manipulation of Naboth’s death  21:11-16

D 3 Yahweh’s judgment upon Ahab and his house  21:17-29

E 1 Yahweh’s pronouncement of judgment upon Ahab and
Jezebel through Elijah  21:17-24

E 2 The analysis of Ahab’s evil reign  21:25-26

E 3 Yahweh’s postponing the evil against until his son’s days
because of Ahab’s humility before Yahweh  21:27-29
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C 3 War Against Syria Resumed:  The Death of Ahab  22:1-36

D 1 The king of Israel’s request of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah to help
him fight against the king of Syria  22:1-4

D 2 The search for prophetic reinforcement  22:5-28

E 1 The false prophets’ assurance of success  22:5-12

E 2 Micaiah’s gloomy predictions  22:13-28

G 1 Micaiah’s promise not to modify his message for
political correctness  22:13-14

G 2 Micaiah’s cynical prediction of success  22:15

G 3 Micaiah’s prediction of disaster against Israel  22:16-
23

G 4 The king’s imprisonment of Micaiah until his safe
return  22:24-28

D 3 The demise of Ahab  22:29-36

E 1 The Syrian captains’ near destruction of Jehoshaphat,
thinking he was the king of Israel  22:29-33

E 2 The death of the king of Israel from a random arrow shot 
22:34-36

C 4 The Summary of Ahab’s Reign and Prophecy-Fulfilling Death  22:37-40

B 14 The Righteous Reign of King Jehoshaphat over Judah  (873-848 B. C.) 22:41-
50 (cf. 2 Chron. 17:1 - 20:37)

C 1 The Good Reign of Jehoshaphat ben Asa  22:41-44

C 2 The Summary of the Reign of Jehoshaphat  22:45-49

C 3 The Death of Jehoshaphat and Accession of Jehoram  His Son  22:50

B 15 The Evil Reign of King Ahaziah ben Ahab over Israel  (841 B. C.) 22:51-53
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