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LUKE

"THE AUTHORITY OF THE SON OF MAN"

A1 THE AUTHORITY OF THE SON OF MAN IN HIS BACKGROUND 1:1 - 4:13
B1 Luke's Authoritative Research for His Gospel 1:1-4

C1  The number of accounts: {1} In as much as many have undertaken to
compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 1:1

C2  The nature of the accounts — from eyewitnesses: {2} just as they were
handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses '
and servants of the word, 1:2

C3  The careful research of Luke: {3} it seemed fitting for me as well, having
investigated everything carefully from the beginning, > 1:3a

C4  The thorough method of Luke: to write it out for you in consecutive order,
1:3b

CS5  The recipient of Luke's correspondence: most excellent Theophilus; 1:3¢

C6  The purpose of Luke: {4} so that you may know the exact truth about the
things you have been taught. 1:4

B2  The Births and Boyhoods of Jesus and John: The angelically superintended
and prophetically announced beginnings of the Messiah and His '"Way-
Preparer" 1:5-2:52
C1  The announcement of John's birth to Zacharias 1:5-25

D1 The childless condition of Zacharias and Elizabeth 1:5-7

E1  Thedate: {5} Inthe days of Herod, king of Judea, 1:5a

E2  The priest and his wife: there was a priest named

'Luke 1:2 - eyewitnesses: The author admits he was not an eyewitness to the events which he recorded in his
Gospel narrative. For an identification of the author, see the appropriate footnote at Luke 1:3.

? Luke 1:3 - having investigated everything carefully from the beginning: It is obvious that Luke, a physician by
trade (Col. 4:14), was also a meticulous historian, an extremely capable researcher. Though Luke did not identify
himself by name, early church history identified him as the author. Conservative scholars wisely follow the lead of
the early church, making an excellent case that Luke is the author of both the Gospel of Luke and the historical
narrative of the book of Acts. (See the similar wording of Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-3.) Luke was an educated man,
and he frequently used vocabulary found rarely or never in the writings of other NT authors.

1


https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryz.html#Zacharias
https://www.gotquestions.org/Zechariah-and-Elizabeth.html
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryg.html#Gospels
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryl.html#Luke
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryl.html#Luke
https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/luke/luke.htm#head3
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryl.html#Luke
https://www.wordexplain.com/PDFdocs/Luke_Condensed_Analysis.pdf
https://www.wordexplain.com/PDFdocs/Acts_Condensed_Analysis.pdf
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryl.html#Luke
https://www.wordexplain.com/glossaryn.html#NT

Expanded Analysis of Luke, by James T. Bartsch, WordExplain.com 2

Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 1:5b

E3  The character of the couple: {6} They were both righteous
in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and requirements of the Lord. * 1:6

E4  The problem of the couple: {7} But they had no child, 1:7
G 1  because Elizabeth was barren,

G2  and they were both advanced in years.
D2  Anangel's prediction to Zacharias regarding his son 1:8-17

E1  His turning many in Israel back to God 1:8-16

G 1  The circumstances surrounding an angel's
appearance to Zacharias 1:8-10

H1  The priestly activity of Zacharias: {8} Now
it happened that while he was performing his
priestly service before God 1:8a

H?2  The "random" assignment of Zacharias 1:8b-
9

J1 in the appointed order of his
division, 1:8b

J2 {9} according to the custom of the
priestly office, 1:9a

I3 he was chosen by lot 1:9b

H3  The activity of Zacharias: to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. 1:9¢

H4  The activity of the worshipers: {10} And
the whole multitude of the people were in
prayer outside at the hour of the incense
offering. 1:10

3 Luke 1:6 - Lord: The word is kurios (2962), Lord, or Master. The NASB translates kurios as some form of lord
651X; as some form of master 50X; as some form of sir 12X; and as some form of owner 7X. According to Friberg
Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament (hereafter, Friberg), kurios is “a substantive of the adjective kurios
(strong, authoritative); hence, one having legal power lord, master.” It is used (1) in a nonreligious sense (a) as one
who owns his own property, like an owner of a vineyard (Mark 12:9); (b) as one who has jurisdiction over another
human, such as a slave-owner (Luke 12:43); (2) as a respectful form of address, sir (John 4:11); (3) in religious
usage, as a reference to God (Matt. 1:20; Luke 1:6) and Jesus Christ (John 20:18). Luke used the word kurios a
striking 104X in his gospel.
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G2

G3

The description of the angel's appearance to
Zacharias 1:11-12

H1

H2

The place of his appearance: {11} And an
angel of the Lord * appeared to him, standing
to the right of the altar of incense. 1:11

Zacharias' troubled reaction: {12} Zacharias
was troubled when he saw the angel, and
fear gripped him. 1:12

The angel's message to Zacharias 1:13-16

H1

H2

H3

Comfort given 1:13a

J1 Fear not: {13} But the angel said to
him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias,

J2 The petition you have made has been
heard: for your petition * has been
heard,

Son announced 1:13b-14

J1 You will have a son: and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will give him the name John.
1:13b

J2 This will be a cause for joy: {14}
"You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth. 1:14

Ministry summarized 1:15-16

J1 His significance: {15} "For he will
be great in the sight of the Lord,
1:15a

J2 His separation: and he will drink no
wine or liquor, 1:15b

*Luke 1:11 - an angel of the Lord: There are several occasions in the OT where “the angel of the LORD”
appeared to various people, among them Hagar (Gen. 16:7-14; 21:15-19), Abraham (Gen. 22:11-18), Jacob (Gen.
31:11-13), Moses (Exod. 3:1-10), Gideon (Judges 6:11-27), the wife of Manoah and Manoah himself (Judges 13:2-
21), and Joshua, the high priest (Zech. 13:1-7). In each of those cases, the article “the” appears in front of the term
“angel.” I believe the angel of Yahweh was the pre-incarnate Christ. In this instance, no article appears before the

term “angel.” So this was not the pre-incarnate Christ. In fact, he is subsequently identified as “Gabriel” (Luke 1:19,

26).

3 Luke 1:13 - your petition: Both “your” and “petition” are singular. God heard Zacharias’ prayer.
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J3 His spirituality: and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit while yet in his
mother's womb. 1:15¢

J4 His service of restoration: {16}
"And he will turn many of the sons
of Israel back to the Lord their God.
1:16
E2  His serving as way-preparer for the Lord 1:17

G 1  His "setting of the stage:" {17} "It is he who will
go as a forerunner before Him

G2  Hisstyle: in the spirit and power of Elijah,
G3  His focus

H1 TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE
FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN,®

H?2 and the disobedient to the attitude of the
righteous,

G4  His purpose: so as to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord."

D3  Gabriel's silencing of Zacharias for unbelief 1:18-23
E1  The misgivings of Zacharias 1:18
G 1  His request for spiritual knowledge: {18} Zacharias

said to the angel, "How will I know this for
certain?’

% Luke 1:17 - turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children: This is a quotation from Malachi 4:5-6: "Behold,
I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. {6} "He will
restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come
and smite the land with a curse."

I believe the near fulfillment of this prophecy was the appearance of John the Immerser to Israel prior to the
baptism and ministry of Jesus. I believe the more remote fulfillment of this prophecy will be the arrival of the two
witnesses who prophesy somewhere in the vicinity of the rebuilt Jewish Temple, probably during the first part of the
70™ week of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27; Rev. 11:1-6). Based on this prophecy of Gabriel, I believe the identity
of one of the two witnesses is the prophet Elijah. I believe this future ministry of Elijah will, indeed, restore the
hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers. A great many in Israel will repent
tearfully of their horrible sin of having assassinated their Messiah (Zech. 12:10-13:1). 144,000 witnesses, moreover,
from the twelve tribes of Israel, will be militant and successful evangelists (Rev. 7:1-8). Their evangelistic ministry
will result in the salvation and subsequent martyrdom of untold millions of people (Rev. 7:9-17).

" Luke 1:18 - how will I know this for certain: Zacharias’ question reflects his doubt. He didn’t really believe
Gabriel was giving him accurate information because of his and Elizabeth’s advanced age and Elizabeth’s
barrenness. In reality, he was asking for a sign. The angel certainly gave him a sign! He would be mute, unable to
speak, for over nine months — until the prophesied baby was born!! That was more of a sign than Zacharias had
bargained for!
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G2  Their condition as a couple: For I am an old man
and my wife is advanced in years."

E2  The indignation of Gabriel 1:19

G 1  His position before God: {19} The angel answered
and said to him, ”I am Gabriel, ® who stands in the
presence of God

G2  His errand of good news: and I have been sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. (lit.,
"to good-newsicize to you these things.")
E3  The judgment from Gabriel 1:20

G 1  Zacharias'silence: {20} "And behold, you shall be
silent and unable to speak '* until the day when
these things take place,

G2  Because of Zacharias' failure to believe: because
you did not believe my words, "

G 3  The certainty of Gabriel's prediction: which will be
fulfilled in their proper time."

E4  The resultant publicizing of the vision 1:21-22
G 1  The peoples' wonderment at Zacharias delay: {21}
And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and

were wondering at his delay in the temple. 1:21

G2  Zacharias' speech loss: {22} But when he came out,
he was unable to speak to them; 1:22a

G 3  Their realization: and they realized that he had seen

¥ Luke 1:19 - I am Gabriel: Gabriel’s name, Gabriél (1043), meaning “Man of God.” It appears only twice in the
NT. This is the first time, appearing as he does to Zacharias. The second, and last time, is when Luke identified him
as appearing to Mary (Luke 1:26). Elsewhere, this messenger, assuming he is the same, appeared to the statesman
Daniel in Damel 8:16; 9:21.

? Luke 1:19 - who stands in the presence of God: This was a put-down of Zacharias. Gabriel stands in God’s
presence! Doesn’t Zacharias think he can give an accurate accounting of what God has said? Gabriel perceived that
Zacharias didn’t really believe him!

19 Luke 1:20 - silent and unable to speak: In a round-about way, Zacharias was asking for a sign because he
didn’t really believe Gabriel. So Gabriel gave him far more of a sign than Zacharias had bargained for! He would be
mute — unable to speak — until the time came when this message from God was fulfilled! That would be at least nine
months from this conversation!

" Luke 1:20 - because you did not believe my words: Gabriel could easily tell that Zacharias didn’t believe him!
The prediction that Gabriel made about Zacharias’ being unable to speak was both a sign and a judgment!
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a vision in the temple; and he kept making signs to
them, and remained mute. 1:22b

E5  Zacharias' return home: {23} When the days of his priestly
service were ended, he went back home. 1:23

D4  Elizabeth's five-month seclusion during pregnancy 1:24-25
E1  Elizabeth's conception: {24} After these days Elizabeth his
wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in seclusion for
five months, saying, 1:24
E2  Elizabeth's gratitude: {25} "This is the way the Lord has
dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor upon
me, to take away my disgrace among men." 1:25

C2  The announcement of Jesus' birth to Mary 1:26-56

D1  Gabriel's promise to Mary of her Divine Son's eternal rule from
David's throne 1:26-33

E1  The introduction to the message 1:26-27
G1  Thetime: {26} Now in the sixth month "> 1:26a

G2  The messenger: the angel Gabriel '* was sent from
God 1:26b

G3  The place: to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,
1:26¢

G4  The recipient: 1:27

H1  Her marital status: {27} to a virgin engaged
to a man

J1 His name: whose name was Joseph,

J2 His royal ancestry: of the
descendants of David;

H?2  Hername: and the virgin's name was

"2 Luke 1:26 - in the sixth month: This would be the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. Her pregnancy would,
at this stage, be more than noticeable even to the most casual observer! That was the point! Gabriel told Mary about
Elizabeth’s pregnancy, knowing full well this highly unusual (dare I say impossible!) turn of events would be more
than enough for Mary to want to check Elizabeth’s status herself to bolster her own faith.

13 Luke 1:26 - Gabriel: How was he thus identified? Nowhere in the narrative does he identify himself as
Gabriel to Mary, but Luke so identifies him. How did Luke know? Apparently he had information from a reliable
source (see Luke 1:1-4). Gabriel’s name, Gabriél (1043), “man of God,” appears only twice in the NT — in Luke
1:19, appearing to Zacharias, and in Luke 1:26, appearing to Mary.
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14

Mary.
E2  The substance of the message: 1:28-32

G 1  His favorable greeting: {28} And coming in, he
said to her, "Greetings, "> 1:28

H1  Her having been highly favored in the past:
favored one! '

H2  The presence of God with her: The Lord is
with you."

G2  Her agitated perplexity: 1:29

H1  Her great agitation: {29} But she was very
perplexed at this statement, '’

H2  Her perplexity: and kept pondering '* what
kind of salutation this was.

G3  The angel's reassurance 1:30

H1  His calming her fear: {30} The angel said to

" Luke 1:27 - Mary: In Greek, most often, Mariam (3137) (Matt. 13:55), “obstinacy” or “rebellion” (Strong’s),
27X; less frequently, Maria (3137) (Matt. 1:16), 18X. In submitting to the will of God, Mary definitely did not live
up to her name! Amram and Jochebed in the OT (Exod. 6:20) called their daughter Miriam perhaps because they
refused to obey Pharaoh’s command to kill baby boys (Exod. 1:15-22; 2:1-10). Miriam was first mentioned as the
sister of Aaron in Exod. 15:20-21.

5 Luke 1:28 - Greetings: In my opinion this is a miserable translation of the Greek text. It is a verbal command,
not an interjection. The verb is the present tense imperative of chairo (5463) — literally, “Be rejoicing!” The
euphony of the messenger’s first two words is missing in English. In Greek it is more evident (in the root words) —
chairé charitod (5487). In English, “Be rejoicing, (you) having been favored!” Gabriel followed up with the fact that
Mary had found favor (charis, 5485) with God (Luke 1:30).

'S Luke 1:28 - favored one: the Perfect Passive Participle Vocative Feminine Singular of the verb charitoo
(5487) — literally, "one having been favored." The perfect tense reveals that this favor toward her was exhibited in
the Divine psyche some time in the dateless past and remained to the present. There is a play on words here. The
messenger said, "Grace! O you who have been graced!" Or "Favor! O you who have been favored!"

The Roman Catholic Church derives the first sentence of “Hail Mary” used in the Rosary from this verse.
However, “Hail Mary” transforms a revelatory address to Mary by Gabriel into a supplicatory prayer to Mary the
Mediatrix. In that sense, though the words are Biblical, the usage of those words in a prayer to Mary is unbiblical
and unwarranted. There are no instances in Scripture of prayer to Mary.

Here is an off-site text of “The Hail Mary.” For a brief on-site discussion of Roman Catholicism’s unbiblical
elevation of Mary, see “What the Roman Catholic Church Believes about Mary.”

"7 Luke 1:29 - very perplexed: the 3" Singular Aorist Passive Indicative of the verb diatardsso (1298) — used
only here in the entire NT. It is an intensified form of tarasso (5015), used of Zacharias in Luke 1:12 when Gabriel
appeared to him. If Zacharias was “troubled,” Mary was greatly troubled! “Extremely agitated” would be a better
translation!

¥ Luke 1:29 - pondering: dialogizomai (1260) - to consider carefully. The imperfect tense indicates she was
continually reflecting on this unexpected greeting by this unexpected visitor who was causing her severe agitation!
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her, "Do not be afraid, "
H?2  His naming her: Mary;

H3  His specifying Divine favor toward her: for
you have found favor * with God.

G4  The angel's prediction 1:31-33

H1 Her conception: {31} "And behold, you will
conceive in your womb 1:31a

H?2  Her delivery of a son: and bear a son, 1:31b

H3  The baby's name: and you shall name Him
Jesus. 1:31c

H4  Ofthe destiny of her son 1:32-33

J1 His greatness: {32} "He will be
great ' 1:32a

J2 His Divinity: and will be called the
Son of the Most High; ** 1:32b

J3 His royalty: and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father

' Luke 1:30 - fear not: lit., "don't be being made afraid" — the present passive tense of phobeo (5399). Luke uses
this verb more than any other gospel writer, 23X. Matthew uses it 18X; Mark 12X; John 5X. Together in Luke-Acts,
Luke uses this word 37X, far more than any other NT writer.

29 Luke 1:30 - you have found favor with God: “You have found” is the Second Singular Aorist Active Indicative
of the verb heurisko, 2147, “to find;”

“favor” is the Accusative Feminine Singular of the noun chdris (5485), “grace, favor” (excerpted from
Accordance). Favor, in this instance, is a kindly, benevolent attitude that God exhibited toward Mary in choosing her
to become the mother of the Messiah. Luke uses the word chdris in a variety of ways in his treatise: Luke 1:30; 2:40,
52;4:22; 6:32, 33, 34; 17:9. As the messenger said, at a point in time (aorist tense) she found grace, but in reality the
initiative was wholly God’s. She was the object of God’s grace, and thus, she found it. She did not go looking for the
messenger or the opportunity. The messenger came to her bearing her a favorable message from God.

2! Luke 1:32 - He will be great: (megas, 3173) I.e. He would have enormous influence, power, reputation. Just
how He would be great is spelled out in the next phrases.

22 Luke 1:32 - will be called Son of the Most High: or Son of the Highest One, in other words, Son of God!
How much greater can you be than to be called Son of the Highest? You can't, except to be the Most High yourself!
The Jewish people would understand that to be called the Son of the Highest was the same as to be called God. The
Son partakes of His Father's Essence and Identity!

John 5:17-18 (RSV) {17} But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working still, and I am working." {18} This
was why the Jews sought all the more to kill him, because he not only broke the sabbath but also called God his
Father, making himself equal with God.
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David; ** 1:32¢

J4 His eternal Messianic reign: {33}
and He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and His kingdom will
have no end." ** 1:33

D2  Gabriel's informing submissive Mary of the sign of her pregnant
relative Elizabeth 1:34-38

E1  Mary's query as to the logistics of this event: {34} Mary

%3 Luke 1:32 - the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David: Several things are evident from this
passage: 1) Jesus is a descendant of David, thus eligible to reign as a Davidic King. 2) He will actually reign as a
Davidic descendant. 3) His authority to reign as the Davidic King will be God-given. His regime will not depend on
gaining permission from any human tribunal or authority. No Camp David Accords or Wye River Memorandum will
be necessary, nor will any Resolution from the United Nations General Assembly be required. God will give Him the
throne of David, His earthly father (ancestor)!

In a concession to Covenant Theologians, Progressive Dispensationalists have held, since the early 1980's, that
Jesus is presently sitting on David’s throne up in heaven. He is not! David never reigned up in heaven. David reigned
on earth in Jerusalem, in the land of Israel! Jesus’ Messianic kingdom has not begun. 95-98% of Israeli people think
Jesus is an imposter, and not their Messiah! How could Jesus’ Messianic kingdom possibly have begun?

2 Luke 1:33 - reign over the house of Jacob forever: Five truths are self-evident: 1) Jesus will not only be given
the right to rule as the Davidic King, but He will actually rule. 2) His rule will not merely be over Judah or Judea,
but over the United Kingdom — Judea and Samaria — South and North — the entire Land of Israel as promised by God
to Joshua! There will be no imposter “West Bank” — something that never existed in the Old Testament or New
Testament. Whatever demands a Yasser Arafat-like figure or some other imposter such as the Chairman of the
Hamas Political Bureau or Shura Council might make over a “Palestinian” portion, Jesus will reign over the whole
country! 3) As Mary understood this prediction, His reign was to be a Kingdom authorized by Heaven, but also a
Kingdom upon Earth. It would be an Earthly, Political Kingdom! 4) Rather than being only a secular kingdom, this
kingdom would also be, of necessity, a Spiritual Kingdom. There would be no separation of church and state, if you
will — no divorcing of politics and religion. The two would become one and the same. In that sense, at least, I have
to commend Islamists — they understand that politics and religion must never be separated! 5) Not only would
Mary’s son reign over the whole house of Jacob, but in two distinct statements, the Messenger Gabriel assured her
His kingdom would be eternal. First, "He would reign over the House of Jacob into the ages (i.e., forever); second,
"and of His Kingdom, never would there come a completion!" This means that He is eternal, His Kingdom is
eternal, and there will never be anyone who overthrows Him!

By way of application, 1) It will be impossible to exist into eternity without dealing with Jesus the King. You
have the freedom to reject Him now, and to live as you please, but you will not forever have that luxury. Sooner or
later you will come under the rule of this King! 2) You can no more resist this King than you can resist God himself.
Many people have talked themselves into thinking they have gotten away without having to do business with God,
but they are self-deluded. Doing business with God is inevitable. Sooner or later everyone in this world will have to
give account to Jesus the King for how he has lived his life (John 5:19-30)! 3) We know from other Scriptures that
this King loved each person in the world so much that He has already willingly sacrificed His life to pay for their sins
and misdeeds. 4) How do we submit ourselves to this King? By telling King Jesus the following:

a) O King, | admit that in your sight and in the sight of heaven I am a sinner. I have broken your laws and I
have perjured myself many times.

b) I know that because of my breaking of your laws, I deserve to be put out of this life -- to be sent to hell for
ever.

¢) O King, I understand that You have voluntarily paid my penalty for me — You having been estranged from
God the Father on the cross and separated from Him completely for my sake and for the sake of each person who has
ever lived or who shall ever live.

d) O king, I accept your payment for me and I throw myself upon Your mercy, believing that you will save me
and allow me to reign with you in your Kingdom!
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said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" *
1:34

E2  The angel's reply: {35} The angel answered and said to
her, 1:35

G 1  Through the sudden presence of the Holy Spirit:
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, **

G2  Through the power of God, which would cast a
shadow upon you: and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; *’

G 3  The end result — her giving birth to a human who is
called the Son of God: and for that reason the holy
Child shall be called the Son of God.

E3  The angel's promise of a delightful sign — the reversal of
barrenness and old age in her cousin! 1:36

G1 {36} "And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has
also conceived a son in her old age;

G2  and she who was called barren ?® is now in her sixth
month.

E4  The power behind the angel's promise: {37} "For nothing
will be impossible with God." 1:37

E5  Mary's humble consent to being the mother of the Messiah!
{38} And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave *° of the Lord;

2% Luke 1:34 - "how can this be since I am a virgin?:" Lit., "how can this be since I am not knowing any male?"
She used a word, anér (435) that specifically had a masculine content, for this word is never used of females, but
only of males. The word "to know" gind 'sk6 (1097) means "to know experientially." It was a polite way of saying
she was a virgin, even though she was betrothed in marriage. She was practicing abstinence, which is what God's
will and plan is for each unmarried person, and the policy we urge all young people to observe until after they have
married.

2 Luke 1:35 - come upon: In many contexts, the word suggests a powerful, sudden coming upon, the 3™
Singular Future Middle Indicative of the verb epérchomai (1904). The Holy Spirit would come upon her in a sudden
powerful way. Would Mary notice the Holy Spirit coming upon her? We do not know. But to create the Son of God
in her womb would require a powerful exertion of God's eternal energy!

27 Luke 1:35 - power ... overshadow: Here obviously the Power of God is required to create the Son of God
within Mary. The power of God would cast its shadow upon Mary. She would perhaps sense something gentle, but