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MARK

"THE SERVICE AND SACRIFICE OF THE SERVANT"

"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many."  Mark 10:45 (NAS)

A1 THE SERVICE OF THE SERVANT  1 - 10

B1 The Introduction of the Servant 1:1-34

C1 The introduction to the book  1:1

C2 The preparation of the Servant  1:2-13

D1 Isaiah's prediction of the Master's herald  1:2-3

D2 John's preparatory baptism of repentance  1:4-8

D3 Jesus' identification with John's baptism  1:9-11

D4 Jesus' temptation  1:12-13

C3 The synopsis of the Servant's message:  "Repent, and believe the good
news about the coming kingdom"  1:14-15

C4 The recruiting of the Servant  1:16-20

C5 The initial demonstration of the Servant  1:21-34

D1 Of authoritative, public teaching and exorcism  1:21-28

D2 Of private compassion in healing  1:29-31

D3 The spontaneous public response  1:32-34

B2 The Expanding Service of the Servant  1:35 - 2:28

C1 The broadening of the Servant's service  1:35-45

D1 Private prayer  1:35

D2 His proclaiming to other towns  1:36-39

D3 The undisciplined over-exposure  1:40-45

C2 The rising consternation over the Servant  2

D1 Over His Divine claims  2:1-12

D2 Over His degenerate company  2:13-17

1



2Analysis of Mark by James T. Bartsch

D3 Over His departure from tradition  2:18-22

D4 Over His definition of the Sabbath Law  2:23-28

B3 The Mounting Opposition to the Servant  3:1 - 8:13

C1 The period of decision-making about the Servant  3

D1 The Pharisees' decision to destroy Jesus because of His Sabbath-
healing  3:1-6

D2 The decision of the masses to throng Jesus  3:7-12

D3 Jesus' decision to appoint twelve apostles to carry on His service
after His demise  3:13-19

D4 The decision of Jesus' family to classify Him as insane  3:10-21;
31-35

D5 The decision of the Jerusalem scribes to classify Jesus as a Satan-
possessed exorcist  3:22-30

C2 The Servant's concealed teaching by parable  4:1-34

D1 The parable of the four soils  4:1-20

E1 The parable given  4:1-9

E2 The parabolic tactic explained:  Revelation to the elect;
concealment from the outsiders  4:10-12

E3 The parable explained:   Fractional Response to Jesus'
Message  4:13-20

D2 The figure of the lamp:  Responsible Stewardship in Listening --
"The greater the obedience, the greater the revelation"  4:21-25

D3 The parable of the growing seed:  The Humanly Inexplicable but
Divinely-Superintended Growth of the Kingdom of God  4:26-
29

D4 The parable of the mustard seed:  The Vast Growth of the
Kingdom of God Yet Contaminated by Foreign Elements  4:30-
32

D5 Jesus' parabolic practice  4:33-34

C3 The Servant's miracles  4:35 - 5:43

D1 Jesus' calming of the stormy sea:  A laboratory test of the disciples'
faith  4:35-41

D2 Jesus' exorcism of the demoniac of Gadara (Gerasenes):  Rejection
of Jesus by local Gerasenes  5:1-20
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D3 Jesus' raising of Jairus' daughter:  The test of faith's delay  5:21-
24:35-43

D4 Jesus' healing of the hemorrhaging woman:  The touch of faith 
5:25-34

C4 Capernaum's offense at Jesus' synagogue-teaching  6:1-6a

C5 The Servant's field trip for His followers  6:6b-34

D1 The Twelve's field trip of teaching, exorcism and healing  6:6b-13

D2 Herod's reaction to the Twelve's field trip:  The resurrection of the
Herod-beheaded John the Baptist  6:14-29

D3 The sequel to the Field Trip  6:30-34

E1 The report and "Rest and Relaxation"  6:30-32

E2 The interruption of R and R:  Teaching the multitudes 
6:33-34

C6 More miracles and conflict  6:35 - 8:13

D1 Miracles  6:35-46

E1 Jesus' feeding of 5,000 plus  6:35-44

E2 Jesus' walking on the water and stilling of the wind:  The
disciples' faulty astonishment at Jesus' control of nature 
6:45-52

E3 Jesus' marathon healing in the Gennesaret area  6:53-46

D2 Conflict over unwashed hands:  Jesus' scorning of Pharisaical hard-
hearted attention to external detail while ignoring inner filth  7:1-
23

D3 Miracles  7:24 - 8:10

E1 Jesus' exorcism of the Syrophoenician's daughter:  Grace to
the Gentiles  7:24-30

E2 Jesus' healing of a deaf-mute:  Visual-sensory aid to faith 
7:31-37

E3 Jesus' feeding of 4,000

D4 Conflict:  Jesus' condemnation of the Pharisees for seeking a sign
in spite of all His miracles  8:11-13
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B4 The Teaching of the Servant:  His concentration on teaching the Twelve in
light of His postponed Kingdom and imminent death  8:14 - 10:52

C1 Jesus' teaching emphasizing faith  8:14-26

D1 His rebuking of the disciples for failing to trust Him to supply their
needs  8:14-21

D2 His healing of a blind man by a sensory technique to gain his trust 
8:22-26

C2 Jesus' teaching emphasizing His Kingship and the Progress of His
Kingdom!  8:26 - 9:13

D1 His reinforcement of His Messiahship  8:27-30

D2 His first teaching of His impending death  8:31-33

D3 His challenge to self-denial and total commitment to Himself 
8:34-38

D4 His "Sneak Preview" for the inner three of the glory of His
postponed Kingdom!  9:1-8

D5 His explanation of John the Baptist's death in relation to the
postponement of His own Kingdom  9:9-13

C3 Jesus' teaching of the necessity of faith and prayer in exorcism  9:14-29

C4 Jesus' further teaching about His delayed Kingdom  9:30-50

D1 His second prediction of His near death and resurrection  9:30-32

D2 His teaching of greatness in the Kingdom through service  9:33-37

D3 His clarification of co-participants in the Kingdom  9:38-41

D4 His teaching on avoiding offenses in view of hell  9:42-50

C5 Jesus' teaching resulting from encounters with the public  10:1-13

D1 His teaching on the wrongness of divorce  10:1-12

D2 His teaching on the importance of child-like acceptance of the
King in order to enter the Kingdom  10:13-16

D3 His teaching concerning wealth and the Kingdom  10:17-31

E1 The reluctance of a man to forsake his wealth to follow
Jesus  10:17-22

E2 Jesus' teaching on wealth as a hindrance to entering the
Kingdom  10:23-31
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C6 Jesus' unheeded repetition of the postponement of His Kingdom  10:32-45

D1 His third prediction of His near death and resurrection  10:32-34

D2 His teaching concerning sacrificial service to achieve greatness in
the Kingdom  10:35-45

C7 Jesus' reward of faith:  Blind Bartimaeus' persistence rewarded with
healing  10:46-52

A2 THE SACRIFICE OF THE SERVANT  11 - 16

B1 The Period of the Servant's Intense Conflict with Jewish Leaders  11:1 -
12:40

C1 Jesus' tumultuous, but hollow entrance into Jerusalem as Messiah  11:1-14

D1 His "triumphal" entry  11:1-10

D2 His survey of the temple  11:11

D3 His symbolic cursing of the misleading fig tree  11:12-14

C2 Jesus' attack on Israel's leaders and their corrupt temple business system 
11:15 - 12:12

D1 His cleansing of the temple and teaching of its purpose for
international worship  11:15-18

D2 His teaching on faith and forgiveness inspired by the withered fig
tree  11:19-26

D3 His refusal to cooperate with the leaders' probe of His authority to
cleanse the temple  11:27-33

D4 His parable of the rebellious vine-growers:  The leaders' rejection
of Jesus; God's rejection of the nation!  12:1-12

C3 Confrontational questions  12:13-40

D1 Political trap:  The Pharisee-Herodian coalition's question about
Roman poll-tax  12:13-17

D2 Theological trap:  The Sadducees' question of marriage in the
Resurrection  12:18-27

D3 Honest question:  The scribe's question concerning the greatest
commandment  12:28-34
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D4 Jesus' tougher question:  How could David's Messianic Son also be
his Master?  12:35-37

D5 Hypocrisy in the Cloth:  Jesus' condemnation of greedy scribes 
12:38-40

B2 The Servant's Intense Final Teaching of the Twelve  12:41 - 13:37

C1 On giving:  Observations on the widow's mite  12:41-44

C2 On the future:  13:1-37

D1 Introduction:  Jesus' prediction of the temple's destruction  13:1-2

D2 Questions by the disciples:  The time and signs  13:3-4

D3 The tribulation  13:5-23

E1 The beginning of labor pains  13:5-8

E2 The prediction of worldwide evangelism and hatred  13:9-
13

E3 The necessity of sudden flight and discernment of false
revelation  13:14-23

D4 The second coming of the Son of Man  13:24-37

E1 The return of the Son in glory to gather His elect  13:24-27

E2 The time and sureness of His coming  13:28-32

E3 The parable of the returning householder:  The need for
preparation for His coming  13:33-37

B3 The Climax of the Conflict:  The Homicide of the Servant  14 - 15

C1 The preparations for death  14:1-42

D1 Of the leaders:  Their plot to kill  14:1-2

D2 Of a woman:  Her anointment of Jesus for burial  14:3-9

D3 Of Judas:  His contract to betray  14:10-11
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D4 Of Jesus  14:12-42

E1 His final Passover  14:12-25

F1 Secret preparations  14:12-16

F2 Prediction of betrayal  14:17-21

F3 The Passover wine as the Covenant-blood shed for
many  14:22-25

E2 His Olivet prediction of desertion and denial  14:26-31

E3 His desperate prayer in Gethsemane  14:32-42

C2 The arrest  14:43-52

D1 The arrest of Jesus and the flight of the disciples  14:43-50

D2 The sheet escape of John Mark  14:51-52

C3 The trials  14:53 - 15:20

D1 Before the High Priest:  Condemned to death because of
blasphemy  14:53-65

D2 Before Peter:  Denied  14:66-72

D3 Before Pilate  15:1-20

E1 Pilate's interrogation of the King  15:1-5

E2 Pilate's pressured condemnation of the King  15:6-15

E3 The soldiers' mockery of the King  15:16-20

C4 The death  15:21-47

D1 Jesus' crucifixion amid blasphemy and insult  15:21-32

D2 Jesus' death before the reflective onlookers  15:33-41

D3 Jesus' burial by Joseph of Arimathea  15:42-47
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B4 The Shocking Reversal of the Servant's Sacrifice:  Resurrection  16

C1 The shock and fear of the resurrection  16:1-8

C2 The first report of the resurrection (from Mary):  Disbelief  16:9-11 1

C3 The second report of the resurrection (from two travelers):  Disbelief 
16:12-13

C4 Jesus' commissioning of the twelve:  Sign authentication to those who
believe  16:14-18

C5 The ascension:  Confirmed obedience of the followers  16:19-20
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     1 There is some question that Mark 16:9-20 (21) is actually a part of Mark's original gospel.  The shorter reading
is difficult in the sense of being abrupt.  It may have been added to.  It is unwise to make novel doctrinal conclusions
from the latter verses of Mark, such as the validity of snake handling or speaking in tongues.
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