Psalm 1!

"The Two Ways: The Way of the Righteous
and the Way of the Wicked"

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ®,
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation.
Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

Al THE BLESSED WAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS > MAN 1:1-3
B1 His Non-Associations: How blessed ° is the man * who 1:1
Cl His Non-Walk: does not walk ° in the counsel of the wicked, °

C2 His Non-Stance: Nor stand in the path of sinners, ’

' Psalm 1. An anonymous wisdom psalm. Charles Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible. This psalm is seen as a fitting
introduction to the whole psalter.

? Psa. 1:1-3 Title - Righteous: This man is called "blessed," and is finally identified as one of the righteous in
Psalm 1:5, 6. Interestingly, this blessed, righteous man is singled out as an individual whose way Yahweh knows
personally and intimately (Psa. 1:6), while the wicked are identified as a class of people who will perish because
Yahweh does not know them at all (Psa. 1:6).

3 Psa. 1:1 - blessed: the Masculine Plural of the common noun ‘e ‘sher (835), “happiness” (Accordance); “I.
happiness, blessedness” (excerpted from OBU). Psalm 1:1-3 describes the happiness or blessedness of a man who
does not pursue a certain type of people and does actively pursue another set of activities. It is not until Psalm 1:5
and 1:6 that the people who are characterized as being blessed or happy are identified as being righteous people.

* Psa. 1:1 - the man: the Masculine Singular of the common noun ‘iysh (376), “man; human being; somebody;
each one” (Accordance); “I. man 1. man, male (in contrast to woman, female) 2. husband 3. human being, person (in
contrast to God) ... II. whosoever III. each (adjective) (excerpted from OBU); “man, human being, person (not man
in contrast to woman) (JTB) — preceded by the article 4a (“the”).

> Psa. 1:1 - walk, stand, sit: There is an obvious progression of becoming ever more enamored with and ensnared
in the way of wicked sinners. The blessed man refuses this progression.

% Psa. 1:1 - does not walk in the counsel of the wicked: “walk” is the Qal Perfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the
verb haldak (1980), “to go, walk” (Accordance); “...to go, walk, ... proceed” (excerpted from OBU). The Perfect of
the verb makes this a more or less settled way of life, a fixed pursuit.

“in the counsel” — “counsel” is the Feminine Singular of the Common Noun ‘ézsah (6098), “counsel; plan”
(Accordance); “counsel, advice, purpose” (OBU);

“of the wicked” — actually, the article “the” does not appear here. The term is the Masculine Plural of the
Adjective rasha’ (7563), “guilty, wicked; wicked persons” (Accordance); “... 1. guilty ones, ones guilty of crime
(substantive) 2. wicked (hostile to God) 3. wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man)” (excerpted from OBU). Used
here in the plural, the Psalmist states that the man is blessed who does not walk in the counsel or advice of wicked
people. This descriptive Adjective appears four times in this psalm alone — in Psa. 1:1, 4, 5, 6.

In short, the man who is blessed or happy does not, in his way of life, pursue the advice or counsel of wicked
people.

7 Psa. 1:1 - Nor stand in the path of sinners: “stand” is the Qal Perfect 3" Masculine Singular of the verb ‘amdd
(5975), “to take a stand, stand; stop” (Accordance); “... to take one’s stand ... to tarry, delay, remain, continue, abide,
endure, be steadfast” (excerpted from OBU); this seems to be a deliberate decision.

“in the path” is the Masculine Singular of the Noun dérek (1870), “way” (Accordance); ... road, way, path ...
journey, direction; manner, habit” ... indicative “of the course of life” (excerpted and adapted from OBU);

“of sinners” is the Masculine Plural of the Adjective khatta’ (2400), “sinful people; sinners” (adapted from
Accordance); “II. sinful people III. people exposed to condemnation, reckoned as offenders” (excerpted and adapted
from OBU).

The blessed or happy person does not deliberately take his stance in the way or manner of life of sinful people.
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Expanded Analysis of Psalm 1, by James T. Bartsch 2

C3 His Non-Seat: Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! ®
B2 His Delightful Meditation 1:2

Cl1  His Delight: But his delight ° is in the Law '° of the LORD,

C2 His Constant Meditation: And in His Law he meditates '' day and night.
B3  His Success: He will be like a tree '* 1:3

C1 His Ideal, Well-Watered Situation: firmly planted by streams of water,"

¥ Psa. 1:1 - Nor sit in the seat of scoffers:

“sit” is the Qal Perfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the verb yashav (3427), “to sit, sit down, dwell, be inhabited”
(Accordance); “to sit, sit down; ... to remain, stay; to dwell, have one’s abode” (excerpted from OBU);

“Iin the seat” is a prepositional phrase whose object, “seat” is the Masculine Singular of the Noun moshab
(4186), “seat, dwelling place, dwelling” (Accordance); “I. seat, assembly, dwelling-place, dwelling, dwellers...”
(excerpted from OBU). The verb “sit” and the noun “seat” are closely related. This is a more settled and fixed
condition than walking or standing. It is settling down and being at home there!

“of scoffers” is the Masculine Plural of the Adjective /its (3887), “mockers, scorners” (Accordance); “I. to
scorn, make mouths at, talk arrogantly (excerpted from OBU). Those who scoff at and make a mockery of God,
goodness and holiness (JTB).

I know someone who once believed, generally, as I do, but who encountered some theologically leftist teaching
later in life. He came to believe that Christianity and the Biblical account of creation are, as he now puts it, “fairy
tales.” Clearly, he has become a mocker of God and Jesus and Biblical Christianity. I choose not to sit in the seat of
scoffers such as he.

? Psalm 1:2 - But his delight: “delight” is the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun k#é fets (2656),
“pleasure, desire ...” (excerpted from Accordance); “delight” (ESVS); “delight, pleasure ...” (excerpted from OBU).

'0Psa. 1:2 - is in the law of the LORD: “law” is the Feminine Singular of the common Noun fordh (8451),
“instruction” (Accordance); “I. law, direction, instruction 1. instruction, direction ... 4. the Deuteronomic or Mosaic
Law” (excerpted from OBU). I believe it is meaning # 1.4 that the Psalmist had in mind. I say that because he further
identified this law as “the law of the LORD (Yahweh)” (Psa. 1:2). By way of application, for the Christian today,
“the law” refers to any part of Scripture, whether OT or NT.

"' Psa. 1:2 - And in His law he meditates day and night: “His law” refers to Yahweh’s law — the Feminine
Singular of the common Noun fordh (8451), “instruction” (Accordance); “I. law, direction, instruction 1. instruction,
direction ... 4. the Deuteronomic or Mosaic Law” (excerpted from OBU).

“he meditates” is the Qal Imperfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the verb hagdh (1897), “to coo, growl, mutter”
(Accordance); “I. ... 1. (Qal) ... C. to meditate, devise, muse, imagine” (excerpted from OBU). The idea here seems
to fit in well with someone trying to memorize the Law and in so doing, to quietly utter individual verses to better
commit them to memory.

“day and night” — meaning not “without stopping,” but rather, “continually” — at any time of the day or the
night. The picture here is of one who is thinking about and rehearsing and applying the Law to his own life virtually
around the clock. With him it is second nature.

12 Psa. 1:3 - He will be like a tree: the Masculine Singular of the common noun ‘éts (6086), “tree, trees; wood,
piece of wood” (Accordance). In the context, this is a proper tree that is bearing fruit or nuts. It is not just a piece of
wood.

3 Psa. 1:3 - planted by streams of water: “planted” is the Qal Passive Participle Masculine Singular of the verb
shathal (8362), “transplant” (Accordance); (Qal) “to plant, transplant” (OBU). The point of the verb is that the
situation of this tree next to streams of water was not accidental. It was purposeful.

“by streams of water, literally, “by streams of waters” or, better, “by canals of waters” — in Hebrew “water” or
“waters” is always in the plural. In this instance “canals” (“streams”) is the Masculine Plural of the noun péleg
(6388), “canals” (Accordance); “I. channels, canals” (OBU).
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Expanded Analysis of Psalm 1, by James T. Bartsch 3

C2 His Timely Fruitfulness: Which yields its fruit in its season *
C3  His Stability: And its leaf does not wither; °
C4 His Productiveness: And in whatever he does, he prospers. '°
A2 THE WAY OF THE WICKED MEN 1:4-6
B1 The Unproductiveness of the Wicked 1:4

Cl Their Denial: The wicked are not so, '’

Again, the theme is “intentionality.” The man who steers clear of the value systems and philosophies of evil,
wicked people, and who delights in the Scriptures and constantly meditates on them, will be like a fruit tree
deliberately placed and planted next to canals of waters. He will not dry up spiritually, and will be productive
because that was the intention all along!!! By his activities and choices and associations, he was placed where he
would not dry up, but would be fruitful and productive! Well watered, he will not experience spiritual dryness in his
life. There will always be meaning and productivity.

' Psa. 1:3 - which yields its fruit in its season: “which yields” is the Qal Imperfect 3" Masculine Singular of the
verb nathan (5414), “give, put, set” (Accordance); “I. “give, put, set 1. (Qal) A. to give, bestow ... deliver up, yield
... produce” (excerpted from OBU);

“its fruit” is the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun periy (6529), “fruit; result” (Accordance); ... fruit,
produce ...” (excerpted from OBU);

“in its season” is the Feminine Singular of the Common Noun éth (6256), “time, point in time, period”
(Accordance); “... time (of an event) ... occurrence, occasion” (excerpted from OBU).

In other words, the “blessed” or “happy” man who avoids associating with evil people and takes delight in
meditating on God’s Word lives a productive, fruitful life, accomplishing things of eternal value at the proper times
in his life.

' Psa. 1:3 - its leaf does not wither: “its leaf” is the Masculine Singular of the Noun ‘aléh (5929), “leafage”
(Accordance); “leaf, leafage” (OBU);

“does not wither” — “wither” is the Qal Perfect 3rd Masculine Singular of the verb nabél’ (5034), “wither, fade
...”(excerpted from Accordance); “...I1. to sink or drop down, languish, wither and fall, fade ...” (excerpted from
OBU).

There never comes a time of spiritual dryness in his life. He does not stray away from the Lord because he
stays away from evil practices embodied in evil people, and because he meditates constantly on God's life-changing
Word!

' Psa. 1:3 - in whatever he does, he prospers: “he prospers” translates the Hiphil Imperfect 3™ Masculine
Singular of the verb tsaldakh (6743), “be strong; be successful” (Accordance); “... II. 2. (Hiphil) A. to make
prosperous, bring to successful issue, cause to prosper B. to show or experience prosperity, prosper” (excerpted from
OBU). His life is a success from God's point of view. He makes wise decisions financially, domestically, business-
wise, spiritually. In the OT, Boaz, in the book of Ruth, is such a man.

'7 Psa. 1:4 - the wicked are not so: “the wicked” translates the Masculine Plural of the Adjective rasha‘ (7563)
with the article “the” appended; the collective term depicts the class of people who are described as being “guilty,
wicked persons” (adapted from Accordance); “I. wicked, criminal persons, ... whether “...2. hostile toward God” or
3. “wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man)” (excerpted from OBU). This negative collective term was used in
Psa. 1:1. It is used now again in Psa. 1:4, and will be used again in Psa. 1:5 and Psa. 1:6.

The wicked people do walk in the advice of other wicked people; they do stand in the path of sinners, violators
of God's standards; they do scoff at morality, justice, holiness, goodness, and God. They do not delight in God's
Word; they will not touch it, much less read and embrace it. And thus, they are not like a deeply rooted, productive
tree deliberately planted by canals of waters. They are dry socially, morally, emotionally, spiritually. They are
bankrupt before God, and they do not even know it, or if they do, they do not care!
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C2  Their Instability: But they are like chaff '* which the wind drives away.
B2 The Unworthiness of the Wicked 1:5

C1 Their Inability to Survive the Judgment: Therefore the wicked will not
stand in the judgment,"

C2 Their Inability to Tolerate the Saints in Heaven: Nor sinners in the
assembly of the righteous.?

'8 Psa. 1:4 - are like chaff: the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun mots (4671), “chaff’ (Accordance); “I.
chaff 1. always as driven by wind” (OBU). Used in the OT in Job 21:18; Psalm 1:4; 35:5; Isa. 17:13; 29:5; 41:15;
Hos. 13:3; Zeph. 2:2.

Rather than being a producer of worthwhile fruit from a deep reservoir of stability and goodness, the wicked
have nothing of value to offer. Instead of being active, they are passive, driven about by circumstances beyond their
control. Instead of being a life-giving tree, they are dead stubble — straw not even fit to be used for bedding for cattle
— just a pile of wind-driven cellulose with no food value!

' Psa. 1:5 - Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment: “the wicked” — literally, “wicked people,”
which translates the Masculine Plural of the Adjective rasha * (7563), “guilty, wicked; wicked persons” (adapted
from Accordance); “I. wicked, criminal ... 2. wicked (hostile to God) 3. wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man)”
(excerpted from OBU); This Ad] ective is used four times in this psalm alone — in Psalm 1:1, 4, 5, 6.

“will not stand” is the Qal Imperfect 3™ Masculine Plural of the verb gim (6965), “stand up, remain standing”
(Accordance); “I. 1. E. “to stand 1. to maintain oneself ... iii. to stand, endure ... vi. to be proven” (excerpted from
OBU)

“in the judgment” — wherein “judgment” is the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun mishpat (4941),
“judgment, decision, case, order” (Accordance); “I. judgment, justice, ordinance ... B. place, court, seat of judgment
... G. time (of judgment)... (excerpted from OBU).

Wicked people will be defenseless when the day of judgment from God arrives. They will not stand in that day
— they will not survive it. They have, by their lives, denied that they ever will be judged by Him. Thus, they will
have made no preparations to be evaluated by Him. When they appear in the judgment before Him, they will have
nothing to say. They have already mocked His standards, His people, and His ways, and they will blanch in terror
before His piercing gaze that disrobes the evil motives of their dry and stony hearts. It is safe to say that the wicked
in their lives on earth and then in the after-life, did not and will not even want to be around God. They cannot stand
Him as He cannot stand them. They are blinded by the holiness of God. They consider Him too harsh, too
unbending, too perfect, too prudish, too straight, too unloving. They are terrified at having to spend eternity with
God. They cannot stand His presence They think anything will do as a substitute for being in the presence of a

perfect, absolutely holy, all- powerful God. But their choice will be forever terrifying and painful beyond description,
for they will find themelves in the Lake of Fire and Sulphur for the rest of eternity. How tragic!

2% psa. 1:5 - Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous: “sinners” is the Masculine plural of the Adjective
khatta” (2400), “sinful people; sinners” (adapted from Accordance); “IL. sinful people III. people exposed to
condemnation, reckoned as offenders” (excerpted and adapted from OBU);

“in the assembly” translates the Feminine Singular of the Common Noun ‘édah (5712), ¢ gathering,
congregation” (Accordance); “congregation, gathering” (OBU) preceded by the preposition ba (“in”

“of righteous people” translates the Masculine Plural of the Adjective tsadiyq " (6662), people who are “in the
right, just, guiltless” (Accordance); people who are “I. just, lawful, righteous” (excerpted from OBU). This
designation of blessed or happy people as “righteous people” will be repeated in Psalm 1:6.

Not only will sinners be unable to withstand God's scrutiny, they will be unable to tolerate God's holy people,
for the righteous will be holy even as God is holy! Like father, like son. As the wicked hate to be in God's presence,
they hate and will hate to be in the presence of the children of God. They think God's people to be narrow, bigoted,
hateful, hypocritical, naive, foolish — people who have wasted their lives. So blinded are they, they cannot perceive
that Christians are none of the above and they are all of the above.

In the view of the Psalmist, the “assembly” was the gathering of Israelis at the Tent or Tabernacle to worship
Yahweh. In the short-term future, the first General Assembly of the Entire Church with its Head will take place at the
Rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18). In the long-term future, the assembly of righteous people will take place in New
Jerusalem and upon New Earth (Rev. 21:3-5, 24-27; 22:3-4, 14). They are described as “God’s people” (Rev. 21:3),
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B3 The Opposite Outcomes of the Two Ways 1:6

C1 Yahweh's Superintendence of the Way of the Righteous: For the LORD
knows the way of the righteous, '

C2 The Diszgster of the Way of the Wicked: But the way of the wicked will
perish.
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those who “conquer” (Rev. 21:7), people whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 21:27), the
slaves of God (Rev. 22:3), those who have washed their robes so they may have the right to the Tree of Life and may
enter through the gates into the holy city (Rev. 22:14), those who have taken of the water of life without cost (Rev.
22:17).

1 Pga. 1:6 - For the LORD knows the way of the righteous: “the LORD” refers to Yahweh, the specially revealed
name of God,

the word “knows” is the Qal Participle Masculine Singular of the verb yada * (3045), “to know, learn, observe”
(Accordance); “I. to know 1. (Qal) A. to know ii. to perceive v. to know by experience (excerpted from OBU).

Yahweh knows the way or path of righteous people, the Masculine Plural of the Adjective tsadiyqg " (6662),
people who are “in the right, just, guiltless” (Accordance); people who are “I. just, lawful, righteous” (excerpted
from OBU).

I take it that Yahweh knows the way of the righteous intimately and solicitously just as, in the New Testament,
the Good Shepherd know His sheep intimately and solicitously (John 10:4, 14-15, 27-29). There is a protecting and
preserving aspect of the intimate knowledge of God on behalf of the righteous. It is the same kind of knowledge as is
described in Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

22 Psa. 1:6 - But the way of the wicked will perish: “But the way” is the Masculine Singular of the Common
Noun dérek (1870), “way” (Accordance); “I. ... 1. road, way, path ... 4. manner, habit, way 5. of course of life
(figurative)” (excerpted from OBU);

literally, “But way of wicked people will perish,” wherein “wicked people” translates the Masculine Plural of
the Adjective rasha’ (7563), “guilty, wicked; wicked persons” (Accordance); “... 1. guilty ones, ones guilty of crime
(substantive) 2. wicked (hostile to God) 3. wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man)” (excerpted from OBU);

“will perish” is the Qal Imperfect 3™ Feminine Singular of the verb awbdd (0006), “perish, to be killed”
(Accordance); “I. perish, vanish, go astray, be destroyed 1. (Qal) A. perish, die, be exterminated” (excerpted from
OBU); “in the long term, be separated from God and good forever in the Lake of Fire and Brimstone” (JTB).
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