Psalm 15

"The Blameless Lifestyle of The One Qualified for Fellowship
with Yahweh"
A Psalm of David.

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ®,
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation.
Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

A1 THE QUESTION OF QUALIFICATION: Who Qualifies for Fellowship with
Yahweh? 15:1

B1 In the Sanctuary: O Lord, who may abide ' in Your tent? >
B2  On Mount Zion: Who may dwell * on Your holy hill? *

! Psalm 15:1 - abide: the Qal Imperfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the verb giir (1481), “I. ... 1. (Qal) A. to
sojourn, dwell for a time B. to abide, stay, temporarily dwell ....” (excerpted from OBU). This verb does not mean or
imply taking up permanent residence in God’s tent. It means spending time there to worship God.

2 Psalm 15:1 - Your tent: the Masculine Singular Absolute of the common noun 6%el (168), “tent” — in this case
the sacred tent or tabernacle of Yahweh (adapted from OBU). Psalm 15 was written by David after he had brought
the ark of the covenant to Mt. Zion (2 Sam. 6:12-17). The ark was housed in a special tent David had prepared. The
original tabernacle from Moses' day and even the bronze altar fashioned by Bezalel, son of Uri, remained in Gibeon
even after the death of David. Both were still there at the accession of Solomon (1 Chron. 21:28-30; 2 Chron. 1:3-6).

3 Psalm 15:1 - dwell: the Qal Imperfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the verb shachan (7931), “I. ... 1. (Qal) A. to
settle down to abide B. to abide, dwell, reside ...” (excerpted from OBU). This looks to be a more permanent
dwelling upon Yahweh’s holy hill, that is, upon Mount Moriah, the hill on which David placed a temporary tent of
worship, and upon which Solomon’s temple would eventually be built.

4 Psalm 15:1 - holy hill: There is a technical, but not a practical distinction between the Temple Mount (Mount
Moriah) and Mount Zion, which is 600 meters to the west of Mount Moriah. In David's day there was a distinct
valley between the two, but centuries of conquest, destruction, and rebuilding have filled in the valley. David would
have meant the hill (Mount Moriah) on which the tent (and later Solomon's temple) was placed. Today the shrine,
"Dome of the Rock," rests on Mount Moriah. Some time in the future, a Jewish temple will be built on Mount
Moriah, and the Antichrist will defile it (Daniel 9:27; 12:11; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:3-4). Subsequently, Jesus will
return to set up His kingdom, and the Millennial temple will be built (Ezekiel 40-46). Jesus will unite the offices of
King/Judge and Priest (Psalm 110:1-4; Luke 1:30-33; John 5:24-30; Heb. 6:19-20). (For more information on Mt.
Moriah see “Mount Moriah, Site of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem” by Lambert Dolphin.

What David is asking is, "Who is qualified to come worship Yahweh in His Sanctuary?" The rest of Psalm
15 provides the answer.
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A2 THE ANSWER OF QUALIFICATION: He Who is Holy 15:2-5a
B1  His Lifestyle 15:2a
C1  His Blameless Walk: {2} He who walks with integrity, °
C2  His Blameless Work: and works righteousness, ¢
B2  His Speech 15:2b-3a
C1  His Inner Adherence to Truth: And speaks truth in his heart. 7 15:2b

C2  His Verbal Expression of Truth: {3} He does not slander * with his tongue,
15:3a

> Psalm 15:2 - He who walks with integrity: “walks” is the Qal Participle Masculine Singular Absolute of the
verb halak (1980), to “go, walk” (Accordance); figuratively, “to live one’s life” (JTB);

“with integrity” translates the Masculine Singular Absolute of the adjective tamiym (8549), “complete, faultless”
(Accordance); “I. complete, whole, entire, sound ... 4. sound, wholesome, unimpaired, innocent, having integrity.”
(excerpted from OBU). David was saying that a person who lives his life with integrity and uprightness would be
qualified to enter Yahweh’s tent and worship Him.

% Psalm 15:2 - and works righteousness: “works” is the Qal Participle Masculine Singular of the verb paal
(6466), “make, do” (Accordance; OBU); “to produce” (JTB);

“righteousness” is the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun tsedek (6664), “what is right; justice;
righteousness” (Accordance); “that which is right or just or fair (as in justness of weights and measures); rightness of
speech, ethically correct in actions” (summarized from OBU by JTB).

7 Psalm 15:2 - And speaks truth in his heart: “truth” is the Feminine Singular of the Common Noun emet (571),
“reliability; stability; truth” (Accordance); “firmness, faithfulness, truth ... faithfulness, reliability” (excerpted from
OBU);

“in his heart” — “heart” is the Masculine Singular of the Common Noun /ébab (3824), “heart, the inner”
(Accordance); “I. inner man, mind, will, heart, soul, understanding” (excerpted from OBU).

In other words, the man who is qualified to enter Yahweh’s sanctuary is consistent and honest and genuine in his
speech. He doesn’t say one thing and really mean another. He has no hidden agenda. What he speaks outwardly is
consistent with his true inner self.

My wife occasionally watches a TV show called, “Mystery Diner.” A restaurant owner was losing money and
suspected the problem may have been with his help. So he hired a man we will call “Charles” to find out who was
sabotaging his profits. Hidden cameras were used and, of course, a hired “Mystery Diner.” The owner was sitting in
his restaurant and had ordered a meal. His chef, who always had pleasant conversations with the owner, had prepared
the meal. When the meal came out, the owner heard in his ear piece from the Mystery Diner — “Don’t eat that food.
Your chef spat into it!” So here was a man who outwardly was pleasant to his boss, but in his heart, he despised him.
So he spat into his meal! A man who is qualified to enter Yahweh’s sanctuary speaks the truth in his heart. He is
consistent with the values in his heart and shows the same consistency in his outward speech. He doesn’t show
respect to someone vocally, but hate him with his heart!

¥ Psalm 15:3 - He does not slander: “slander” is the Qal Perfect 3rd Masculine Singular of the verb ragal (7270),
“slander” (Accordance); “I ... 1. (Qal) to be a tale-bearer, a slanderous spy” (excerpted and adapted from OBU);

“with his tongue” — speech, of course, is what one would use to slander or be a tale-bearer about someone else.
The man in question, qualified to enter Yahweh’s sanctuary, speaks the truth inwardly in his heart and he does not
slander someone else externally with his tongue. What an amazing consistency!
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B3  His Human Relations 15:3b-4a
C1  His Good Treatment of Those Around Him 15:3b
D1  Nor does evil to his neighbor, °
D2  Nor takes up a reproach against his friend; '°
C2  His Distinction Between the Reprobate and God-Fearers 15:4a
D1 {4} In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, '
D2  But who honors those who fear the LORD; 2

? Psalm 15:3 - Nor does evil to his neighbor: “does” is the Qal Perfect 3rd Masculine Singular of the verb asah
(6213), “make, do ....” (excerpted from Accordance); “to produce ... to bring about” (excerpted from OBU);
“performs” (JTB);

“evil” is Feminine Singular of the Common Noun raah (7451) “evil, badness; misery” (Accordance); “evil,
misery, distress” (excerpted and adapted from OBU);

“to his neighbor” — “neighbor” is the Masculine Singular of the Distributive Noun rea (7453), “friend, fellow,
other” (Accordance); “friend, companion, fellow, another person” (excerpted from OBU).

' Psalm 15:3 - Nor takes up a reproach against his friend: “takes up” is the Qal Perfect 3rd Masculine Singular
of the verb nasa’ (5375), “to lift up, carry” (Accordance); “I to lift, bear up, carry, take ...” (excerpted from OBU);
“reproach” is the Feminine Singular of the Common Noun kAerpah” (2781), “reproach, disgrace”
(Accordance); “... I reproach, scorn” (excerpted from OBU);
“against his friend” — “friend” is the Masculine Singular Adjective garob (7138), “near” (Accordance); “near
of place — neighbor; near of relationship — kinsman” (JTB, drawing upon OBU and Strong’s).

" psalm 15:4 - a reprobate is despised: “reprobate” is the Niphal Participle Active Masculine Singular of the
verb maas (3988), “reject, refuse, despise” (Accordance); in the Niphal, “one who has been rejected, despised,
refused” (adapted from OBU);

“is despised” is the Niphal Participle Active Masculine Singular of the verb bazah (959), “despised” (ESVS);
“I. to despise, hold in contempt, disdain ... 2. (Niphal) A. to be despised B. to be despicable C. to be vile, worthless”
(excerpted from OBU).

In other words, a person who is qualified to enter the sanctuary of Yahweh holds an evil person in contempt. In
recent history, socialite Ghislaine Maxwell was convicted in 2021 for sex trafficking girls to wealthy financier
Jeffrey Epstein, who had been convicted in 2008 of soliciting prostitution from a person under age 18. Yet, a number
of influential people in politics, business, academia, and entertainment had some kind of relationship with Epstein.
Epstein was a reprobate. Someone who wants to enter the sanctuary of the Lord would not hold Jeffrey Epstein in
high regard.

'2 Psalm 15:4 - But who honors those who fear the LORD: “honors” is the Piel Imperfect 3™ Masculine Singular
of the verb kabad’ (3513), “be heavy, weighty; be honored” (Accordance); ... to make honourable, honour, glorify”
(excerpted from OBU);

“fear” is the Masculine Plural of the Adjective yare’ (3373), “afraid of, fearful” (Accordance); “I. fearing,
reverent, afraid” (OBU).What David is saying is that people who are qualified to enter Yahweh’s sanctuary are
people who honor those who are characterized by “the fear of Yahweh.”

Instead of honoring reprobates — people who are despicable, one who wishes to enter the sanctuary of Yahweh
honors those who fear Yahweh. Those who fear Yahweh are they who literally fear transgressing Yahweh’s values in
their practices and associations. Those who enter Yahweh’s sanctuary give honor and respect to those who fear to
violate Yahweh’s standards and wishes.
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B4 His Integrity in Regard to Speech: He swears to his own hurt and does not
change; ” 15:4b

BS  His Integrity in Regard to Money 15:5a
C1 Interest: {5} He does not put out his money at interest, **
C2  Bribery: Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. '°

A3 THE END RESULT OF QUALIFICATION: He who does these things will never be
shaken. ' 15:5b

'3 Psalm 15:4 - He swears to his own hurt and does not change: “He swears” is the Niphal Perfect 3™ Masculine
Singular of the verb shaba ‘ (7650), “swear” (Accordance); “... (Niphal) ... to swear, take an oath” (excerpted from
OBU). The man who enters Yahweh’s sanctuary is a man whose word is his bond. If he has made a commitment to
do something, he will stand by that commitment even if it later turns out to be injurious to his own financial well-
being or status in life. He keeps his word!

' Psalm 15:5 - He does not put out his money at interest: “at interest” is the Masculine Singular Common Noun
neshek (5392), “interest” (Accordance); “interest, usury” (OBU); this noun is coupled with the prefixed prepositional
particle be, which in this context can be translated, “with; by; by means of” (Accordance). At this juncture, NASB 95
qualifies the term interest by saying, “i.e. to a fellow Israelite.”

Jewish people were commanded not to charge interest to poor fellow-Israelis who were in need of a loan or of
food (Exod. 22:25-27; Lev. 25:35-38).

!5 Psalm 15:5 - Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent: The word “bribe” is the Masculine Singular of the

Common Noun sho khad (7810), “bribe” (Accordance); “present, bribe” (OBU);

the term “innocent” is the Masculine Singular of the Adjective nagqiy (5355), “free, innocent (Accordance); “I.
clean, free from, exempt, clear, innocent 1. free from guilt, clean, innocent ... II. innocent” (excerpted from OBU).

The man who enters the sanctuary of the Lord cannot be bought. He cannot be bribed to take a financial or
legal position against other innocent people. This would apply both to dealings in a court of law or in the every-day
business community. One wonders how many Congressmen and Congresswomen and Senators and Representatives
have violated this standard in order to accept campaign contributions! It never ceases to amaze me how people of
modest resources can enter political life in this country and, a few years later, be worth millions of dollars!

'S psalm 15:5 - He who does these things will never be shaken: The Hebrew is much more graphic than this
NASB1995 translation. Here is what it says, “He who does these things will not totter (or be moved) into eternity!”

The verb “shaken” or “totter” or “be moved” is the Niphal Imperfect 3™ Masculine Singular of the verb mat
(4131), “totter” (Accordance); (Niphal) “to be shaken, be moved, be overthrown” (excerpted from OBU).

The prepositional phrase “into eternity” translates the prepositionally prefixed Masculine Singular Common
Noun /e ‘olam (5769), “ancient time; long time, eternity; forever” (Accordance); “I. long duration, antiquity, futurity,
for ever, ever, everlasting, evermore, perpetual, old, ancient, world 1. ancient time, long time (past) 2. (of future) A.
for ever, always B. continuous existence, perpetual C. everlasting, indefinite or unending future, eternity” (OBU).
The prefix le means “into.” The noun olam in this context looks at the future, and means “eternity.” “Into eternity.”

This hardly means that Godly people will never suffer adversity. Take Job, for example. But the person who
adheres to these ten principles will not be removed from his resolute position of honoring God and serving Him. In
the eternal analysis, he will be richly rewarded, if not always in this life. Moreover, he will not ever be deterred from
His value system of serving Yahweh whole-heartedly in all he does. In New Testament theology we call this
“Perseverance of the Saints,” coupled with “Eternal Security” (Romans 8:26-39).

In the OT, the conditions for entering the tabernacle or temple were largely external requirements. For
example, one had to be from a priestly family; and one had to be ritually clean. “But this psalm places the emphasis
on internal purity as what God requires above all else (cf. Micah 6:8)” (quoted from Constable).
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Application for Today

The message of this psalm is not a quaint sentiment relegated to the dim memories of an ancient
tribal people. It has profound significance for today and for all eternity. Let me amplify.

The last two chapters of the Bible, Revelation 21-22 speak of the Permanent Dwelling of God and
Jesus with Regenerate Man in New Jerusalem associated with New Earth. John wrote what he saw:

{1} And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea. {2} And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 1 bride adorned for her husband. {3}
And I heard a great voice out of heave heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle (literally, “tent””) of
God is with men, and he will dwell (literally, “will tent”) with them, and they shall be his
people, and God "himself shall be with them, and be their God. (Rev 21:1-3, KJV)

We learn, therefore, that God and Jesus will permanently leave their normal habitat up in Heaven,
and will come and tent forever with us in New Jerusalem in association with New Earth! Amazmg'
Who then will be qualified amongst the human race to dwell with God and Jesus in New Jerusalem
and New Earth? The answer is found, first of all, in Rev. 21:6-8. There we read the following:

{6} And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. {7} He that
overcomes (literally, “conquers”) shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall
be my son. {8} But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers (immoral persons), and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. (Rev.
21:6-8, adapted slightly from the KJV.)

So we conclude that the same kind of requirements to get into the Sanctuary of Yahweh on this
present earth will apply to New Jerusalem and New Earth throughout eternity.

[ Forgiveness of sin is essential to enter New Jerusalem. All have sinned (Romans 3:23), and all
have suffered death through sin (Romans 6:23).

(  All who thirst for forgiveness and eternal life are invited to partake freely of the fountain of
the water of life (Revelation 21:6). That amounts to accepting the forgiveness of Jesus the
Messiah, trusting in Him, and thus being Born Again (John 3:3, 5, 16).

(d  All unrepentant sinners — those who have disdained the water of life, will find their eternal
destiny to be the Lake of Fire and Sulphur (Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8, 27; 22:14-15).

(A The reader of the Book of Revelation reads a final warning (Rev. 22:10-16):

{10} And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time
isnear. {11} Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be
filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy,
still keep himself holy.”

{12} “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man
according to what he has done. {13} I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.”
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{14} Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life,
and may enter by the gates into the city. {15} Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the
immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices

lying.

{16} “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

(A There follows a Concluding Invitation in Revelation 22:17:

{17} The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the
one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.

(Q Turge all readers to reach out to Jesus, accept His sacrificial death and His resurrection on your
own behalf, and be born again, fit for the Eternal Kingdom of God and Christ!
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